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As it is my eager expectation and hope that 
I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full 
courage now as always Christ will be honored 
in my body, whether by life or by death. For to 
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to 
live in the flesh, that means fruitful labour for 
me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am 
hard pressed between the two. My desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 

Phil. 1:20c-23

VATICAN: On the occa-
sion of the 45th Session of 
the United Nations Human 

Rights Council, Archbishop Ivan 
Jurkovič, Permanent Observer of 
the Holy See, spoke on behalf of 
the Holy See regarding the “right 
to safe and clean drinking water 
and sanitation.”

Citing Pope Francis, the Archbishop re-
minded those present that “water is the most 
essential element for life, and that the fu-
ture of humanity depends on our capacity to 
guard it and share it.” He also stated the Holy 
See’s position that “access to water and sani-
tation is not just a basic human need, but also 
a crucial element for the health of the Earth 
and of those who live [on] it.”

Archbishop Jurkovič acknowledged that 
the United Nations General Assembly of Dec 
17, 2015 expressed a similar vision to that of 
the Holy See’s. However, he added that “the 
Holy See has continually emphasised that 
more still needs to be done to foster the uni-
versal affirmation of this fundamental right.”

He therefore drew attention to article no. 
75 of the Report of the Special Rapporteur 

written for the occasion that states that “the 
full realisation of the human right to water 
and sanitation cannot be left to States alone.” 
Commenting on this statement, Archbishop 
Jurkovič said that everyone has the respon-
sibility to contribute to the development of a 
“more integral and sustainable society.”

The Archbishop affirmed the Special Rap-
porteur’s mention of the many “types of re-
sources that contribute to achieving the rights 
enshrined in the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.” But, 
he added, all human rights, including the 
right to water, are founded on the dignity of 
the human person, and “not in any kind of 
merely quantitative assessment that consid-
ers water merely as a economic good.”

Archbishop Jurkovič then noted that the 
international community needs to realise 
the need for a new type of “solidarity con-
cerning natural resources.” Managing water 
sources is connected with “social responsi-
bility, a mentality of ecological behaviour” 
and global “solidarity among countries.” 
This, he said, is the only possible way “to 
strengthen the common good and preserve it 
for the future.”

The Holy See’s representative then con-
cluded with a citation from Pope Francis 

taken from the special Urbi et orbi dis-
course of March 27, earlier this year.

“This is not a time for self-centredness, 
because the challenge we are facing is 
shared by all, without distinguishing be-

tween persons […] Let us not lose the op-
portunity to give further proof of solidarity, 
also by turning to innovative solutions.” — 
By Sr  Bernadette Mary Reis, fsp, Vatican 
News

This year we celebrate the 57th Ma-
laysia Day, the National Day of our 
beloved country, which we celebrate 
on Sept 16 every year. 

In celebrating Malaysia Day, there 
are a few things we need to be grate-
ful for. Among other things, first, let 
us give thanks to God because He 
gave us a place to live, this beautiful 
Homeland where we can live in peace 
and harmony within a plural society of 
various races, ethnicities and beliefs, 
though we realise that there are still 
spaces which can be further enhanced 
in terms of racial and religious toler-
ance. Second, we are also thankful to 
God because with the protection and 
the power of His Holy Spirit we can 
still enjoy a peaceful and secure life 
even if the whole world is threatened 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. We are 
thankful that our situation in Malaysia 
is still under control due to the attitude 
of the people, who are obedient and 

adhere to the SOP efforts to curb the 
spread of this pandemic. 

Every time we celebrate Malaysia 
Day, we need to recall the spirit and 
vision shown by the leaders who cre-
ated Malaysia from a combination of 
three countries — Malaya, Sarawak 
and Sabah. The promises agreed upon 
when forming Malaysia on Sept 16, 
1963 need to be again brought to the 
attention of the current leaders of the 
country, all the people, especially our 
youths, and the future generation of 
national leaders, so that the terms of 
the agreement remain respected and 
implemented. This will ensure that the 
conditions for the formation of Ma-
laysia are not extinguished over time.

The theme of this year’s National 
Day celebration is Malaysia Pri-
hatin. This is a very good theme if it 
can really be applied to the daily life 
of every citizen. May we Malaysians 
strive to emulate it regardless of race, 

religion and culture. Creating a soci-
ety that cares for all is very important 
so that we Malaysians may always 
live in peace and harmony and be pro-
tected from disasters and calamities.

To translate this attitude and culture 
of caring for each other as a driving 
force of our lives as Malaysians, it is 
necessary that:

1) We live for God, the Creator of 
man, not the ‘god’ of human crea-
tion, so that the Truth will not be 
compromised.
2) Always be concerned with the 
situation and needs of our fellow 
human beings, regardless of po-
litical beliefs, ancestry or religion.
3) Always be concerned with the 
state of the world, where we live 
together, which is suffering a lot 
of damage and disease due to 
human culture and irresponsible 
attitudes. Humans themselves 

are causing global warming, and 
widespread air and water pollu-
tion.
4) Changing the attitude of self-
ishness which implies not caring 
for what the consequences will be 
for the future of our children.
There is no point in shouting Merde-

ka and waving the Jalur Gemilang 
if it is all just external or skin-deep. 
Concern for others will only exist in 
a person and in the people if faith in 
God the Creator exists. May concern 
for humanity and for God’s creation 
continue to exist in us.

Wishing You a Happy                              
57th Malaysia Day. 
Malaysia Prihatin

+Bishop Datuk Cornelius Piong
Sept 12, 2020

KENINGAU: In celebrating 
the nation’s 57th Malaysia 
Day, Bishop Cornelius Piong 
reminded the faithful of the 
many things that they can be 
grateful for.

However, he cautioned that 
the spirit and vision of the 
leaders who created Malaysia 
from a combination of three 
countries — Malaya, Sarawak 
and Sabah — must be brought 
to the attention of all to ensure 
that the conditions for the for-
mation of Malaysia are not 
extinguished over time.

The theme of Malaysia Pri-
hatin should be the focus of all 
in creating a society that cares 
for everyone irrespective of 
race, religion and culture.

l Please see right for the full 
text of his message.

Water a crucial 
element for health 
of people and planet

Celebrating the 57th Malaysia Day

A child getting water from the water pipe at Ampang, Kuala Lumpur due to water disruption. 
(Shutterstock/ SL Chen)



On Sept 16 we celebrated Malaysia 
Day. This time it was under the 
cloud of the coronavirus, an eco-

nomic downturn and political upheaval.
In recent months, the old politics of race 

and religion has made a comeback of sorts 
in a pushback, a renewed attempt at pur-
suing an exclusive vision while dividing 
society.

On the surface, this appears to have 
crushed the dream of a new Malaysia 
based on unity in diversity, founded on jus-
tice and compassion for the vulnerable.

But the irony is that those behind the 
divisive politics of race and religion are 
themselves divided and fragmented.

Those who aspired for a more inclusive 
nation should not lose heart. God is in con-
trol of our world, and our destiny, and He 
wishes good things for the world, in the 
same way He saw that what He had created 
in Genesis was “good”.

Today, we can see a stirring among the 
younger generation and a growing distaste 
for communal parties, as is evident in Sa-
bah.

In a way, Sabah gives us hope that a new 
way of life that transcends ethnicity and 
religious barriers is possible, maybe even 
on the horizon.

To their credit, Sabah and Sarawak have 
shown us how people of diverse back-
grounds can live in peace and harmony, 
without the divisive politics we are so ac-
customed to in the peninsula.

In the Malaysian context, we are often 

conditioned to think of unity as confined 
to ethnic and religious tolerance, given the 
backdrop of growing polarisation.

Yet, unity is much more than improved 
ethnic and religious relations among the 
people; it is much broader, all-encompass-
ing. In the Garden of Eden, we noticed 
unity, harmony and interconnectedness. 
The whole of Creation was united – human 
beings and other living organisms, thriving 
within a vibrant ecosystem.

But greed, envy, violence and exploi-
tation got in the way and destroyed that 
precious inter-relationship and intercon-
nectedness. What was meant for all – the 
Commons – was coveted for huge profits. 
Labour was exploited to accumulate ex-
traordinary wealth, leaving the vast major-
ity living in misery.

In John 17:21, Jesus prayed: “May they 
all be one, just as, Father, you are in me 
and I am in you, so that they also may be 
in us, so that the world may believe it was 
you who sent me.”

It is not enough to improve ethnic and 
religious relations to realise that One-ness. 
We need a more egalitarian distribution of 
wealth and resources so that everyone has 

the opportunity to live life to the full. With-
out socioeconomic justice, there can be no 
real unity.

The pandemic has revealed that our 
world is sick – and it is not just due to the 
coronavirus. The virus of selfishness and 
accumulation has led to rising inequalities 
around the world.

It will take active intervention to reduce 
these inequalities. The first thing that must 
be done is to introduce a wealth tax to re-
duce the extreme concentration of wealth 
in the hands of a few.

There are other measures that can be 
applied. We need to reverse the current 
regressive taxation system to a more pro-
gressive system. We need to tax income 
from work (labour income) and income 
from assets (capital income) equally, while 
raising corporate, income and inheritance 
taxes.

The authorities should take stronger ac-
tion to curb tax avoidance (which is legal, 
through clever means of reducing tax pay-
able) and tax evasion (which is illegal).

In certain European countries, those with 
enough income don’t mind paying higher 
taxes as everything is then taken care of 

– free healthcare, free education, old-age 
pensions for all, unemployment benefits. 
No need to worry about saving huge sums 
of money to pay for medical emergencies, 
children’s education or old age.

So government spending should be made 
more progressive by spending more on so-
cial support and essential services such as 
public healthcare and public education.

Our understanding of unity should be 
broad enough to ensure that all those with-
in our borders are treated justly, humanely, 
in fraternity and solidarity – the stateless 
and refugees, the migrants, the asylum 
seekers, the marginalised communities, the 
forgotten elderly, the sick, the Orang Asal 
and the Orang Asli.

They are all human beings made in the 
image of God.

We also need to reach out to people of 
other faiths in the spirit of being One with 
all, in the mystical bond that holds the en-
tire Creation together.

It is not just relations with the human 
family that we should strengthen. We 
should heal and repair our broken rela-
tionship with nature. Look around and see 
the ample evidence of this brokenness: 
chopped down forests, massive reclama-
tion, polluted rivers, plastics in the ocean 
that are killing the fish, forest fires, polar 
ice caps melting. This must change.

May we strengthen our solidarity with 
all those who are suffering and heal our 
broken bonds with one another and with 
nature.

May they all be One
Sunday Observer

By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

Human Resources would not have been 
happy with that landowner. Sometimes, 

it seems that Human Resources does not want 
to come out on the side of generosity. I re-
member a time that we wanted to pay an em-
ployee extra for work on a particular project. 
We were told that we could not do this unless 
we re-adjusted that employee’s pay scale for 
all his work.

Back in the times of the Lord, HR did not 
exist. However, people had a sense of what 
was just and what was unjust. Day workers 
were given a daily wage of one denarius. The 
workday was sunrise to sunset. So, it would 
seem just that those who worked less than a 
full day should receive less. But in today’s 
parable, sometimes called the parable of the 
Labourers in the Marketplace, and at other 
times, perhaps much better, referred to as the 
Parable of the Good Employer, the landown-
er has pity on those who could not find work 
throughout the day. They had families they 
had to feed. It was not their fault that no one 

hired them. Therefore, he hires them, some 
of them even a few hours before sunset, and 
gives them all the same daily wage. He is not 
being unjust to those hired in the early morn-
ing. He is being charitable, merciful, to those 
hired at the end of the day. 

Justice and mercy are compatible when 
charity is involved. “Are you envious be-
cause I am generous?” the owner says to 
those hired at sunrise who protested that they 
did not receive more.  The exact translation 
of this is “Do you view my actions with an 
evil, jealous eye?” This occurs in the Gospel 
of Matthew where we also read, “If your eye 
causes you to sin, then pluck it out.” Usually 
we relegate this phrase to a sexual connota-
tion. Properly applied to the point of today’s 
parable, the Lord is saying, “If you begrudge 
generosity to the less fortunate, then you can-
not be a Christian.” If we do not rejoice in 
the benefits given to others, then we cut our-
selves off from the benefits we have received. 
As Christians, we are obliged to care for the 

poor. We need to establish governmental and 
private means to aid those who cannot help 
themselves. Yes, these agencies must be regu-
lated to eliminate abuse.  That is justice. But 
our main concern must be to care for those 
who have less. That is mercy. Some people 
reduce those forced into situations where they 
have to seek help from others. This is not 
how a Christian should act. Yes, we should 
be happy when we realise that poor, sick, or 
people hurting in any way are being helped, 
but more than that, much more than that, we 
should be extending the hand of God to lift 
others up.

 “Are you envious because I am gener-
ous?” Envy and jealousy are horrible. The 
jealous person looks for ways to destroy an-
other person’s life. The jealous person usually 
ends up destroying his or her own life. The 
jealous person does not appreciate his own 
gifts. He can only see the gifts that others 
have. He hates them for their gifts. And his 
hatred destroys him. Everybody is different. 
No two people are the same. We do not have 
the right to compare or contrast others to our-
selves. 

This parable should also be applied to our 
view of our relationship to God. God loves 
the person who is faithful throughout the day. 
He loves cradle Catholics who practice their 
faith throughout their lives. He also loves 
those who come to him during the day and 
even in the evening. Many people respond 
to God’s mercy at the end of their lives. God 
loves them for taking a huge step away from 
their former lives and for falling into the arms 
of His Mercy. Literature presents Don Juan 
who refuses to reject his immoral lifestyle 
and would rather suffer hell than entrust him-

self to God. It is a tremendous step of humil-
ity to turn from a sinful life and turn to the 
Lord.  God loves those who take this step, 
even though they join St Augustine in mourn-
ing, “Late have I loved you, O Beauty ever 
ancient ever new.”  What matters is that they 
are with Him now. God loves cradle Catho-
lics, and he loves converts. He loves those 
who practice their faith throughout their lives, 
and he loves those who return to the faith. We 
rejoice in those who join the faith or return 
to the faith. We don’t consider ourselves su-
perior to them. We are not superior to them. 

At the end of the gospel reading we come 
upon the phrase, “The first shall be last and 
the last shall be first.” We cannot impose our 
ways on the Lord. “For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways,” 
says the Lord. That is from our first reading. 
We cannot tell God how to be God.  We have 
to do our best to respond to the call to labour 
in God’s vineyard as we have received it. 
That call demands that we are open to God’s 
mercy in our lives and that we become vehi-
cles for God’s mercy in the lives of others. 
That is Christianity.  To act otherwise is to be-
grudge God’s generosity, or to be scripturally 
literal, to look upon God’s goodness with an 
evil, jealous eye.

The parable of the Labourers in the Vine-
yard calls upon us to ask God to help us be 
vehicles of His Mercy.— By Msgr Joseph A 
Pellegrino

25th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Isaiah 55:6-9;

Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a;
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16a

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Justice and Mercy
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Having received additional information 
from the Ministry of National Unity on the 
application of the SOPs issued by the Na-
tional Security Council (Majlis Keselama-
tan Negara - MKN) and recommendations 
from the Archdiocesan Crisis Management 
Task Force, the Most Reverend Julian Leow 
D.D., Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur, has 
made these additional rulings which will be 
an update to existing guidelines contained in 
the Guidelines for Celebrating Sacraments 
under the RMCO and post-RMCO dated 
15th June 2020, the Pastoral Letter dated 
July 11, 2020 and the Chancery Notice dated 
Sept 8, 2020.

1.0  Funerals
In addition to item 1.3 of the Chancery No-
tice dated Sept 8, 2020, parishes are to strict-
ly follow the attached updated Guideline for 
Celebration of Funerals (Appendix H). 

2.0  Weddings
In response to our written enquiry, the Min-
istry of National Unity has confirmed that 
the following norms are to be followed:

a. For Civil registration of marriages be-
fore an Assistant Registrar of Marriages 
appointed under Sec 28, Act 164, attend-
ance is limited to 20 persons and there 
must be compliance with the MKN SOP 
on Wedding Ceremonies in Non-Islamic 
Places of Worship and Religious Associa-
tions dated June 18, 2020, (last updated on 
Aug 1, 2020);
b. For marriages (Wedding service, Nup-
tial Mass, rectification, etc) solemnised 
by a minister of the Church, attendance is 
limited to the size of the Church/ chapel 
with social distancing and the parish must 
comply with the SOP on Reopening of 
Places of Worship last updated on Sept 
4, 2020 (which is applicable to all other 
Masses).
Those attending the ceremony do not nec-

essarily have to belong to one single parish 
or area, and may include those who are el-

derly or below 12 years of age. Where it is 
possible, a pre-registered list of people at-
tending (similar to pre-registration for Sun-
day Masses) should be prepared. Walk-ins 
are permitted, provided that they scan the 
MySejahtera QR Code or record their par-
ticulars (name, phone number, date and time 
of arrival) in a registration book. 

Item 1.4 of the Chancery Notice dated 
Sept 8, 2020 is hereby abrogated and re-
placed by this guideline. 

3.0 Use of Church Facilities for Private 
Functions (in-house dining, meal fellow-
ships)
Although Item 3c of the SOP for reopening 
Non-Islamic Places of worship last updated 
on Sept 4, 2020, allows meals to be served. 
The Archdiocese, as a general rule, does not 
yet permit the distribution of food and in-
house dining within the Church premises. 
This includes coffee mornings and meal fel-
lowships.

The Parish Priest, at his discretion, may 
allow the use of a separate Church Hall for a 
private function.

In the event that such permission is given, 
the Guidelines for Use of Church Facilities 
for Private Functions under Appendix N are 
to be strictly followed. 

In the event that the parish is unable to 
comply with 

a) the requirements of the SOP on Social 
Gatherings dated Aug 6, 2020, 

b) the SOP on Reopening of Non Islamic 
Places of Worship last updated on Sept 4, 
2020, and 

c) the guidelines under Appendix N, the 
Parish Priest shall not grant permission for 
this private function to take place on the 
church premises.

Rev Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur
September 15, 2020
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Chancery Notice

An encounter with Cardinal Soter
KUALA LUMPUR: There were 
no protocols, only a big warm 
smile, a twinkle in the eye, and 
outstretched arms. 

I had been waiting for this ap-
pointment for more than three 
weeks. And had not seen him for 
months. Yet the familiar smell of 
the father’s warmth and love was 
there. 

If I walked in shy, I came out 
weeping. 

As far removed as he is now 
from the day-to-day pastoral du-
ties of parishes and dioceses, he al-
ways put his finger on the pulse of 
the day. Of the Malaysian Church, 
he would ask pointedly, “Are we 
forming disciples or making devo-
tees?” I sat silent. He was con-
cerned that the parishes and priests 
were more focused on pilgrimag-
es, novenas, and devotions than on 
leading Catholics to be mission-
ary-disciples for the Kingdom. 

This time the catechesis was dif-
ferent. Though he could no longer 
speak, his gestures were enough 

for me to understand he was ask-
ing about my family, about me, 
and the children. 

The young priest sitting on the 
bed beside him explained his last 
catechesis. Pointing to the cruci-
fix on the wall, the Cardinal had 
pointed back at himself, meaning 
to say, “As Jesus suffered for me, 
I too must now suffer with Him.” 

At moments like this, emotions 
well-up in my throat. 

The sister in charge came in 
to feed him. His smile remained, 
but his eyes were shut and hands 
tensed as he held unto the edge 
of the bed. He must have been in 
enormous pain. 

As they took him to the wash-
room, I lingered in his study, fin-
gering the framed photographs on 
his table, looking at the books he 
kept, the photocopy of few articles 
lying on his shelf, trying to get a 
deeper glimpse of this priest I had 
known and admired from my early 
adulthood, yet thirsting to know 
him more. 

Like everyone else, I do not have 
ready access to him, or his health 
situation, or his activities and 
plans. So I cherish these snatched 
moments with him that. 

I went back quietly to the room 
to say goodbye. His eyes opened 
quickly, a wide smile, and very 
naturally he drew the sign of the 
cross on my forehead, raised his 
hands and blessed me. And I, for 
no reason wept. Was this the fa-
thers love I longed for, or the sad-
ness of losing him, or gratitude 
for who he is? He hugged me as 
I wept.  

Some decades ago he had told 
me, “You must decide if you want 
to please God or please people.” 
Those words have never left me. 
He was paraphrasing (Galatians 
1:10), “If I were still pleasing peo-
ple, I would not be a servant of 
Christ.” 

What does my father’s love 
beckon me to become – for Christ, 
for His Church, for this land Ma-
laysia? — anonymous

Cardinal Soter Fernandez at his thanksgiving Mass at the Cathe-
dral of St John the Evangelist on January 8, 2017. (HERALD pic)

MJD News Update #8
Diocese of Malacca JohorearchDiocese of Kuala luMpur

Chan/MC/09/2020

Hello, dear friends. On behalf of Bishop 
Bernard Paul, a blessed Malaysia Day to 
you all.

1.0 A Thought for the Week 
Walking down the street, the prophet 
asked: “Aren’t we all children of the 
same Eternal Father?” The multitude 
agreed. And the prophet went on: “and 
if that is so, why do we betray our broth-
er?” A boy who was watching asked his 
father: “what does betray mean?” “It 
means to trick your companion in order 
to gain a certain advantage.” “And why 
do we betray our companion?” insisted 
the boy. “Because in the past somebody 
began all that. Ever since then, nobody 
knows how to stop the wheel. We are 
always betraying or being betrayed.” 
“Then I won’t betray anyone,” said the 
boy. And so he didn’t. He grew up and 
suffered a lot during his life, but he kept 
his promise. His children suffered less 
and endured fewer hardships. His grand-
children did not suffer at all.

Leaders, politicians, government of-
ficials, trusted institutions, civil and re-
ligious have been a great letdown. They 
have institutionalised betrayal. This cul-
ture is the new normal. They think it is 
okay to rob, cheat and sell out the trust-
ing and the ‘know-not’. They think they 
are untouchable because there is no rule 
of law. Do you think that the institutions 
we trusted, the greedy self-serving and 
the laws alone can make us a caring peo-
ple? 

Stop being self-serving. Betrayal stops. 
The next generation learns “persons are 
to be loved, not to be made use of.”

2.0 Announcements for the Week:
2.1 The Villa Paulos, the Home of Young 
Children in Johor Bahru, will be hav-
ing their Annual General Meeting on 
Sept 19. There are 22 children, from 
pre-school age to SPM goers. Cash aids 
and sponsorships are welcome. Contact 
Msgr Michael or Villa Paulos for more 

information. CIMB Acc. 8006194667. 
Facebook page: Villa Paulos.
2.2 There are other homes initiated and 
supervised by the office now known as, 
Caritas-MJD (formerly called Malacca 
Johore Diocese Office of Human Devel-
opment or MJDOHD). Among them, we 
have Graceville, Fatima Home and next, 
on the planning board, is the Canossa 
Home at Segamat, which is for single 
mothers and the young.
2.3 The Creation Justice Commission 
will be launching the five-year “Protect 
Our Earth, Protect Our Children” Cam-
paign on Oct 4 at St James Chapel, MA-
JODI Centre. 
2.4 All collections on Oct 4 Weekend 
are for Peter’s Pence Rome. It is also the 
Feast of St Francis of Assisi.
2.5 Bishop Bernard Paul is currently on 
leave from Sept 13 till Sept 27.

3.0 Questions & Queries? 
What is MAJODI? MJD? MJD50?
MAJODI is the Headquarters of the 
Bishop, with Curia Office and the many 
pastoral offices. It includes the bishop’s 
residence, the retreat and formation cen-
tre and Graceville, the community of el-
ders. It is the administrative hub of the 
diocese. 

MJD refers to the Malacca Johore 
Diocese, a communion of 17 parishes 
administering 37 Churches, chapels and 
mass centres. It includes all religious 
congregations, mission schools and char-
itable homes and institutes.

MJD50 is the logo and call-sign for all 
Catholics and parishes of the diocese to 
prepare for the golden jubilee celebration 
in 2022.

God bless you all. 

Msgr Peter Ng
September 18, 2020

Click here to watch the video



Diocese of Malacca Johore
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Pastoral Letter to all Catholics of the Malacca Johore Diocese
1. The Malacca Johore Diocese (MJD) invites all Catholics to come 
home, to return to your parishes. From the March MCO, the church-
es have been preparing and carrying out the SOPs as expected by 
the MKN.

Best practices are in place. On the 4th of September 2020, it was 
announced by the MKN that all Non-Muslim Religious Houses 
(churches, chapels and mass centres) could welcome:

1.a) Parishioners, aged 70 and above
1.b) Children, aged 12 and below
1.c) Physically healthy (with no signs of cough, fever and flu)
1.d) Foreigners (PRs, expats, M2H and documented workers).

With effect from Sept 11, 2020, the above is allowed.
 
2.a) With the above restrictions lifted conditionally, catechism 
classes, RCIA sessions, Ministries Meetings and Formation; and 
multiple masses including language Masses are permitted from Sept 
18, 2020.
2.b) Already Masses (both weekdays and weekends), care for the 
homebound or sick, sacraments like baptisms, confirmations, mar-
riages and funerals are being provided since August 15, 2020.

3. Some Reminders to the Faithful:
3.a) The restrictions are lifted. Some normalcy is returning.       
Be patient with the implementation.
● Parishes must get ready; some maybe ready and some may 
need time to create space. 
● Parishes may differ in implementation.
3.b) Online and face-to-face provisions may continue till 31st 
December 2020. 
3.c) Help each other to tide through these trying times. Do not be 
afraid to be Charitable.

4. Reminder to all Parish Priests and Parish Leaders: Your Task
4.a) Welcome back the faithful; allay their fears; motivate the 
“healthy absentees”
4.b) Continue to provide pastoral care creatively, while being 
faithful to the SOPs.
4.c) Prepare for the Sunday Obligation, which will come into 
effect when more and more MCO restriction are lifted.

“...... they come back, they come back, full of song, carrying their 
sheaves.” (Ps. 126:67)

Together Building His Kingdom,

+ Rt Rev Bernard Paul, D.D.
Bishop of Malacca Johore Diocese

September 9, 2020

“Come back to ME... 
Do not let fear keep us apart”

Lyric of Hosea

KAMPUNG PANDAN: Sent With 
Joy To Heal was the anchored theme 
for this year’s feast of Our Lady of 
Good Health focusing on Mental 
Health (Holistic Wellness). Held 
from Sept 4 to Sept 13 at the Chapel 
of Our Lady of Good Health, this 
year’s celebrations was held without 
the congregation, but instead was 
live streamed online via YouTube @ 
sacredheartkl.

Despite this, the online celebra-
tions managed to attract several 
thousand daily who faithfully fol-
lowed the Rosary, Novena and Mass. 
The first four days were preached by 
Fr Edwin Peter who is the Chapel’s 
Administrator and his assistant, Fr 
Simon Lau. They are also the priests 
of the Church of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. Archbishop Julian Leow 
preached on Day 5, followed by Fr 
Joseph Stephen CsSR from Ipoh for 
the remaining days.

Nonetheless during the ten day 
celebrations, the chapel’s main door 
were open to those who wish to come 
at the designated hours for their pri-
vate prayers, with SOPs adhered to. 

On Sept 8 (Day 5), the Nativity of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Archbishop 
Julian Leow was the main celebrant 
and preacher, with sub-theme God 
Has Found Favour In You. The prel-
ate posed this question to all: “Has 
God found favour in you? As God 
has found favour in Mary, the Moth-
er of Jesus. He said God has found 
favour with Mary, right from the 
beginning. The angel Gabriel said to 
Mary, she has already found favour 
with God. It was already given, God 
has already found favour with Mary, 
because she has been that faithful, 
true and perfect disciple, the one that 
carried Jesus already in her womb, 
and the one that was faithful right 
from the conception, His Birth, His 
agony, and right up to the Cross and 
beyond. Mary was there by Jesus’ 
side throughout His life. 

“Mary reached out to Elizabeth 
who was with child (John the Bap-
tist) to respond to her needs. What 

about us? Are we sensitive and com-
passionate to those around us or do 
we live in fear?,” the prelate added. 
‘Perhaps it is good for us to reflect 
“Am I feeding the flock? (as in Mi-
cah in the First Reading). Am I co-
operating with God? (as in Romans 
Reading today). All of us have been 
called according to God’s purpose. 
Have I discovered what is God’s 
will for me, as Mary did? Mary said 
‘Yes’ to being the Mother of Jesus, 
the Mother of God. Do I exult for 
joy in the Lord? Am I responding to 
the call to imitate Jesus daily in my 
life?’. 

Archbishop Leow said as we cel-
ebrate this feast of this chapel and 
of Our Lady’s Nativity, let us pray 
for the grace of God to continue to 
empower us, to reach out to those in 
need, as Mary did and be that perfect 
disciple as Mary was and let us not 
lose sight of Jesus daily in our lives. 
And like Mary, may we always find 
favour and may God find favour in 
us as faithful disciples.

After the Mass on Sept 8, Fr Chris-
topher W. Soosaipillai led in an hour 
of Intercessory Prayer, with the ex-
position of the Blessed Sacrament. 
The theme was Say The Word And I 
Shall Be Healed.

In conjunction with the feast of 
Our Lady of Good Health, there 
were also short online sessions by 
the Archdiocesan Mental Health 

Ministry. On Sept 9, Fr Philip Chua 
shared on Understanding Trauma. 
This was followed with session on 
Grief and Bereavement by Xavier 
Chung on Sept 10. Sept 7’s Talk was 
on Family Wellness and on Sept 11 
was Addiction.

Fr Edwin in his speech at the end of 
the feast said this has been a painful 
experience, painful in the sense that 
we could not celebrate as we usually 
do owing to the pandemic situation. 
As you follow the celebration of 
Mass, Rosary and Novena from your 
homes, it is a little surreal because 
here in the chapel, you are seeing the 
altar, the servers, the lectors and the 
con/celebrants but unknown to you, 
there is a team (supporting crew) 
who is behind the camera making 
this feastday possible to you at home 
via live streaming. 

The diocesan priest also thanked 
all those who are following the feast-
day Masses from the comfort of their 
homes. He said perhaps a lesson we 
can learn from this is that although 
you cannot come to Chapel in the 
usual manner in a large crowd; you 
can still treasure your family, as they 
are your ‘domestic church’. You 
have the Word of God with you, use 
it; and you have the Rosary. Hold 
on the Rosary that you recite. Pray 
for the end of this pandemic, for the 
world, for your family, and for heal-
ing. — By Bernard Anthony

Online celebration 
attracts thousands

BUNDU TUHAN: The COVID-19 
pandemic has altered the way the 
Kota Kinabalu archdiocesan clergy 
meet as they gathered for their an-
nual retreat themed He loved them 
to the end (Jn 13:1).

The Archdiocese of Kota Kina-
balu clergy annual retreat, held tradi-
tionally at the Bundu Tuhan Retreat 
Centre, took place from Sep 7-11. 
Secluded in the quiet of the centre 
were Archbishop John Wong with 
35 priests and a seminarian despite 
the absence of the retreat master.

Retreat master Archbishop Emeri-
tus John Ha was unable to come in 
person due to the travel advisory for 
the pandemic.

However, he managed to deliver 
a wonderfully silent retreat given in 
the form of pre-recorded talks. The 
retreatants benefited much from his 
profound thoughts with right dis-

position and self-discipline as he 
guided them to re-interiorise the ma-
terials.

The introductory talk highlighted 
two points: Firstly, as priests “we are 
Altri Christi”, ordained to share the 
mission of love and forgiveness of 
Christ. We were guided to take up 
some episodes from John’s Gospel 
as a way for us to enter into Christ’s 
mind and to capture some elements 
of His attitude.

Secondly, we were reminded to 
undergo the retreat with Jesus in 
the wilderness, to be tempted and 
to learn from Him to face and to 
overcome the three temptations. 
The temptations represent the three 
categories of human desires: wealth, 
fame, power and glory as narrated 
in Mt 4:1-11 and Lk. 4:1-13. The 
temptation narrative suggests to us 
to look at our identity and our voca-

tion. In our priesthood, we are called 
to be merciful and faithful to the ser-
vice of God.

Apart from the introductory talk, 
there were seven other talks based on 
the four episodes from John’s Gos-
pel (Jn 2:1-11; Jn 19:25-27; Jn 4:4-
42; Jn 13:1-20). The format was to 
dwell on some selective comments 
on the texts in the morning and then 
applied reflection and pastoral appli-
cation to them in the afternoon.

At the opening Mass, which fell 
on the Feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary (NBVM), 
Archbishop John Wong encour-
aged the retreatants to interiorise 
three essential questions for reflec-
tion – “Why does the Church ask 
us to celebrate the birthday of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary?” “How did 
Mary live her life?” “How should 
we live our lives/how do we live 

our lives?”
Interestingly, it was fitting for the 

retreat to begin with a reflection of 
Mary’s dual roles on the Feast of 
her Nativity, which are linked up to-
gether – the “Wedding feast in Cana 
(Jn. 2:1-11) and the episode of Jesus 
giving His mother and the beloved 
disciple to each other as mother and 
son (Jn. 19:25-27).

The story about Jesus and the Sa-
maritan woman (Jn 4:4-30, 39-42) 
gave us a new perspective of how 
to be an exemplary and effective 
evangeliser in a new and different 
situation, background and place. 
The right disposition and renewed 
attitude as Jesus’ disciples is there-
fore indispensable if we are to lead 
people to “worship God the Father 
in spirit and in truth”.

Thus, a priest needs to be evan-
gelised in order to be well-equipped 

to serve, and “to love to the end” as 
Jesus did. The reflection on John 
13:1-20 – Jesus washed the feet 
of His disciples – revealed that a 
well-equipped disciple of Christ is 
called to servant-leadership: that is, 
to serve and not to be served, and to 
love to the end.

The retreat provided the propi-
tious moment to take an honest look 
at how we have lived our identity 
and carried out our pastoral minis-
try. As ordained priests we are to be 
“bridge builders” in total confidence 
and obedience. We are given the 
divine necessity to lead people “to 
worship in Spirit and truth”. We are 
to live out the spirit of servant lead-
ership in that we are “to serve; not to 
be served.”

The retreat concluded with Mass 
and a renewal of priestly commit-
ment. — By Fr Isidore Gilbert, CS

KK Archdiocese clergy experience new norm at annual retreat

Archbishop Julian Leow celebrates the mass on the feast of Our Lady 
of Good Health on Sept 8, 2020.
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Listening to voices on the ground: 
a consultation on communities 
and parishes 

The local context – social, political, ecologi-
cal, local needs and challenges, dreams and 

hopes.
Situation of the diocese – socio-pastoral min-

istries and current activities.
Analyse to understand > Synthesise – our 

needs, strengths and dreams. 
In this phase, we work to get a complete pic-

ture of the situation, historically and structurally. 
We do this by exploring how a particular situa-
tion has developed and changed over time and 
what structures such as politics, the economy, so-
cial, environmental and cultural norms affect the 
people and situation. We ask the question, “What 
is happening? And why is it happening?” 

The insights from the FGD will guide our 
next step in discerning at our local diocese level 
how to respond to the needs of the people on the 
ground. 

KUALA LUMPUR: In the light of the cur-
rent COVID-19 pandemic, the people in 
Malaysia and the Church, are facing in-
creasingly complex social issues. 

We need to develop an active, caring and 
capable social-pastoral ministry in every 
diocese and strengthen existing and ongo-
ing efforts. 

As a response, the Catholic Bishops Con-
ference of Malaysia established Caritas Ma-
laysia in January 2020.  

Caritas meaning charity or love, is “an 
essential part of the Church” and it “insti-
tutionalises love in the Church,” says Pope 
Francis. Caritas Malaysia, therefore, seeks 
to bear witness to God’s love in public 
spaces through its mission to attend to the 
poorest and the neediest, assist in humani-
tarian emergencies, care for creation, and 
help to spread justice and peace, in the light 
of the Gospel and the social teachings of the 
Catholic Church.

Caritas Malaysia includes and consists 
of the nine diocese Caritas offices and the 
National Office such as existing Office 
for Human Development (OHD) or Com-

mission for Mission and Human Develop-
ment (CMHD).  It is established under the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of Malaysia 
and is also open to affiliates from congre-
gations or Catholic organisations engaged 
in the field of charity and integral develop-
ment at a national level. The National office 
has been set-up at the Archdiocese Pastoral 
Centre (APC), Kuala Lumpur.  While Na-
tional Caritas organisations are autonomous 
under their bishops, they too combine as 
part of the Caritas Asia and Internationalis 
confederation, which is a recognised body 
of the universal Church, and has the status 
of a “public juridical person” under Canon 
Law. Caritas is a confederation of 165 Cath-
olic relief, development and social service 
organizations operating in over 200 coun-
tries and territories worldwide. By being an 
active member of the international Caritas 
family, the Malaysian Church can benefit 
from capacity building, regional network-
ing, professional expertise, as well as work 
in solidarity with other Caritas to serve the 
marginalised and vulnerable communities.  

Caritas Malaysia endeavours to reach out 

and help these communities through the lo-
cal diocese consultation process. Helping 
is good, but it is not enough just to have a 
good heart. Sometimes we can actually do 
more harm than good with our intentions to 
help. We can be condescending or looking 
down in our approach without realizing the 
full reality of another person’s life. The so-
lution that we think ‘is the best’, may not 
really be the best or wanted by the person 
or family. We are dealing with each unique 
individual. As St John Paul II pointed out, 
“This man” [this woman, this child] is the 
primary route that the Church must travel 
in fulfilling her mission ... (Centesimus An-
nus, 54).

The diocese consultation is a step-by-step 
process that begins with listening.  Listen-
ing with curiosity opens our minds and 
hearts in surprising ways. We learn how to 
empathise by listening.  It helps us to under-
stand life realities, where people are, what 
are their needs, aspirations or concerns. A 
Focus Group Discussion (FGD) is a method 
used for listening and documenting what we 
hear from the voices on the ground.

In August 2020, three FGD trainings for 
facilitators took place. A total of 69 staff and 
parishioners participated in the online train-
ing using Zoom. 

Comments from the participants of the 
training:

“Baru sedar betapa pentingnya PKB. 
Dan tujuan PKB ni sangat menarik per-
hatian dan minat saya. Kerana bagi saya, 
gereja jarang mendengar suara umat, tanya 
apa keperluaan umat and aspirasi umat. 
Latihan fasilitator ini sedikit sebanyak men-
gajar saya, bagaimana menjadi seorang 
pendengar yang baik.” Bassie, Miri

(Translation: “Just realised how impor-
tant FGD is. And the aim of FGD caught 
my attention and is very interesting to me. 
Because for me, the Church seldom listens 
to the voices of the laity, or asks what their 
needs and aspirations are. Training for fa-
cilitators more or less taught me how to be a 
good listener.” Bassie, Miri.

“The concise session covered the needful 
why, what and how for a focus group dis-
cussion, which left me feeling sufficiently 
equipped to organise one!” Andrew, Johor 

Step 1: 
Listening

Zoom session with the English-speaking group.

Study and reflect with 
the Gospel, Catho-

lic Social Teaching, and 
Catholic Moral Teach-
ing. 

We bring to prayer our 
learning and insights. 
We reflect with the Gos-
pel and Catholic Social 
Teaching. We ask the 
question, “What do the 
situations and events 
mean to my/our faith?” 
We share and pray to-
gether. We turn to the 
Lord. We seek clarity on 
our priorities and com-
mitments – as parish, 
diocese and nation. 

Step 2: 
Discerning

Planning the way forward – activi-
ties, calendar, budgets, structures, 

roles, evaluation, celebration, etc. 
We bring together all the conversa-

tions, experiences and insights. 
We ask the question, “How shall I/

we respond in faith and solidarity?” 

Step 3: 
Responding

The di-
oceses 

will pre-
sent their 
p r e l i m i -
nary find-
ings at 
the Caritas Malaysia online 
launching on Nov 6 and 13, 
2020.  This will be followed 
by a discussion and planning 
process at diocese and na-
tional level. 

With the ongoing diocese 
consultation process, we 
can become more like the 
Church Pope Francis envi-
sions: A Church with the abil-
ity to heal wounds and warm 
the hearts of the faithful; a 
Church that is near to her 
people; a Church like a field 
hospital after battle. And we 
start by listening to the voices 
on the ground. — By Charles          
Bertille

Zoom session with the Bahasa-speaking group.
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COVID-19 and IDPs focus of  Pope’s Message 
for World Day of  Migrants and Refugees

VATICAN: Pope Francis devoted his 
Message for the World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees to the millions of men, 
women and children who are internally 
displaced by conflict, poverty and climate 
change.

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic that ex-
acerbates their plight, he also turned his 
attention to all those who are experienc-
ing situations of precariousness, abandon-
ment, marginalisation and rejection as a 
result of the crisis.

The 106th World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees will be celebrated on Sept 27, 
2020 with the theme Forced like Jesus 
Christ to flee.

Challenge of our contemporary world
The Pope pointed out that “Situations of 
conflict and humanitarian emergencies, 
aggravated by climate change, are increas-
ing the numbers of displaced persons and 
affecting people already living in a state 
of dire poverty.” He added that the drama 
of internally displaced people is one of the 
challenges of our contemporary world.

According to the 2020 Global Report 
on Internal Displacement, conflict and 
disasters triggered 33.4 million new in-
ternal displacements across 145 countries 
and territories in 2019.

The Pope noted that conflict, violence 
and disasters continue to uproot millions 
of people from their homes every year. 
He said the severity of the global crisis 
caused by the pandemic has “relegated to 
the bottom of national political agendas 
those urgent international efforts essential 
to saving lives.”

Reminding Christians that we are called 
to see the face of Christ in the faces of 
those who suffer, he urged them to re-
spond to this pastoral challenge with the 
four verbs indicated in his Message for 
this Day in 2018: welcome, protect, pro-
mote and integrate. 

Six pairs of new verbs
This year he added to these another six 
pairs of verbs that, he said, “deal with very 
practical actions and are linked together in 

Be with the migrants and refugees
We will be celebrating the World Day 
for Migrants and Refugee on Sept 27, 
2020. The theme for this year is Forced 
like Jesus Christ to Flee. We connect 
with the countless displaced persons, 
dispersed all over the world. The COV-
ID-19 pandemic has hit hardest the mi-
grants, the refugees, the displaced and 
victims of human trafficking. The Mi-
grant & Refugee Section of the Vatican 
has been faithfully reminding us that 
“no one must be forgotten”.

Many felt locked down and left be-
hind. Others were left to live precari-
ously, abandoned, marginalised and 
rejected. They were the fleeing, the 
forced, and the fragile. We have met 
them. Our paths have crossed theirs. 
Did we see the Lord? The fleeing Lord? 
Dirty? Disfigured? Desperate? In dire 
straits?

We met Him, when we stopped to 
care.

Care begins with Pope Francis’ four 
simple verbs given in 2018: Welcome, 
Protect, Promote, Integrate.

This year Pope Francis introduces six 
pairs of verbs:

1 know to understand, 
2. be close to serve, 
3. listen to reconcile, 
4. share to grow, 
5. be involved to promote, 
6. cooperate to build.
A simple “welcome” sparks the “care 

process”. Get close to be close. He is 
them.

God bless you. Let us together build 
His Kingdom.

Bishop Bernard Paul
President of the Episcopal Regional 
Pastoral Care of Migrants and 
Itinerants

106th WorlD Day of Migrants anD refugees — sept 27

KOTA KINABALU: In response to 
Bishop Bernard Paul’s plea to “build to-
gether God’s Kingdom”, the Kota Kina-
balu Archdiocesan Human Development 
Commission, with approval from Arch-
bishop John Wong, is organising a pre-
recorded Mass specially for the migrants 
which will be uploaded to the Facebook 
and YouTube, and released to mark the 
World Day of Migrants and Refugees on 
Sep 27. The Commission will send out 
the link for circulation when it is ready.

Meanwhile, the Commission is also in 
the process of sending out the Migrant 
Kit for parishes, which is intended as a 
resource to help parishioners to reflect 
on and celebrate the life and story of all 
those who were “forced like Jesus Christ 
to flee”. — By  Agnes Chai, CS

Plans by KK 
Archdiocese

a relationship of cause and effect”:
 Know in order to understand. 
Knowledge, the Pope said, is a neces-
sary step towards understanding others. 
“When we talk about migrants and dis-
placed persons, all too often we stop at 
statistics.  But it is not about statistics, it 
is about real people!” Only by encoun-
tering them and knowing their stories, 
he explained, will we be able “to un-
derstand that the precariousness that we 
have come to experience as a result of 
this pandemic is a constant in the lives 
of displaced people.”
 Be close in order to serve. Fears and 
prejudices, the Pope said, keep us dis-
tant from others and prevent us serving 
them with love. Drawing close to others 
often means being willing to take risks, 
“as so many doctors and nurses have 
taught us in recent months.”
 We need to listen to be reconciled. In 
today’s world, the Pope said, “messages 
multiply but the practice of listening is 
being lost. Yet it is only through humble 
and attentive listening that we can truly 
be reconciled.” This year, he continued, 
a dramatic and troubling silence has 
reigned for weeks in our streets, but it 
has “given us the opportunity to listen to 
the plea of the vulnerable, the displaced 
and our seriously ill planet.”
 It is necessary to share to grow. God, 
the Pope said, did not want the resources 
of our planet to benefit only a few. “The 

pandemic has reminded us that we are 
all in the same boat.  Realizing that we 
have the same concerns and fears has 
shown us once more that no one can be 
saved alone.”
 Be involved in order to promote. If 
we really want to promote those whom 
we assist, he explained, we must in-
volve them and make them agents in 
their own redemption. “The pandemic 
has reminded us of how essential co-
responsibility is, and that only with the 
contribution of everyone – even of those 
groups so often underestimated – can 
we face this crisis” and find “the cour-
age to create spaces where everyone can 
recognize that they are called, and to al-
low new forms of hospitality, fraternity 
and solidarity.”
 Cooperate in order to build. Building 
the Kingdom of God, he said, is a duty 
common to all Christians, so we need to 
learn to cooperate, without yielding to 
the temptation to jealousy, discord and 
division. In the present context, the Pope 
said, it should be reiterated: “This is not 
a time for self-centredness, because 
the challenge we are facing is shared 
by all: to preserve our common home 
and make it conform more and more to 
God’s original plan, we must commit 
ourselves to ensure international coop-
eration, global solidarity and local com-
mitment, leaving no one excluded.”

JOHOR: Bishop Bernard Paul, the President 
of the Episcopal Regional Pastoral Care of Mi-
grants and Itinerants, released a message for the 
local observance of the World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees, which will be celebrated univer-
sally on Sept 27, 2020.

Please see right for the text of his message:

Pope Francis’ message for 
the World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees calls for atten-
tion and new policies for the 
world’s growing number of 
internally displaced people 
(IDPs), and embraces all who 
are suffering precariousness, 
abandonment, marginalisa-
tion and rejection as a result of 
COVID-19.

Prayer modelled after St Joseph
Pope Francis concluded his message with a prayer 
that reflects the theme of the Message. He said it 
draws inspiration from the example of Saint Jo-
seph at the time he was forced to flee to Egypt to 
save the child Jesus.

Father, you entrusted to St Joseph what 
you held most precious: the child Jesus 
and his Mother, in order to protect them                            

from the dangers and threats of the wicked.
Grant that we may experience his protection 

and help. May he, who shared in the 
sufferings of those who flee from the hatred 
of the powerful, console and protect all our 

brothers and sisters driven by war, poverty and 
necessity to leave their homes and their lands                                             

to set out as refugees for safer places.
Help them, through the intercession of 

Saint Joseph, to find the strength to persevere, 
give them comfort in sorrows and courage                        

amid their trials.
Grant to those who welcome them some 

of the tender love of this just and wise father,                     
who loved Jesus as a true son and sustained 

Mary at every step of the way.
May he, who earned his bread by the work 

of his hands, watch over those who have seen 
everything in life taken away and obtain for them 

the dignity of a job and the serenity of a home.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, 

whom Saint Joseph saved by fleeing to Egypt, 
and trusting in the intercession of the Virgin 

Mary, whom he loved as a faithful husband in 
accordance with your will. Amen.

Syrian children sit on the ground at a makeshift camp in Qatmah Feb. 17, 2020. (CNS photo/
Khalil Ashawi, Reuters)
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KOTA KINABALU: This year, 
2020, marks the 40th year of the 
Neocatechumenal Way’s existence 
in Malaysia. The first neocatechu-
menal community was formed on 
Sept 7, 1980, at the Sacred Heart 
Cathedral (SHC) parish when the 
late Fr Tobias Chi was the Rector.

Bishop Simon Fung was the first 
bishop to open the door for the 
formation of these communities in 
Malaysia. Over the past 40 years, 
the communities have grown to a 
total of 43 in the Archdiocese of 
Kota Kinabalu, the Diocese of 
Sandakan and the Diocese of Sibu, 
in Sarawak.

Fr Paul Lo, Rector of SHC par-
ish, presided over the Eucharist 
with the 1st Community of the Ne-
ocatechumenal Way to celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of the Way in 
Malaysia on Sunday Sept 6, 2020.

Concelebrating were three oth-
ers: Fr Saimon Williams, an assis-
tant parish priest at SHC; Fr Josh-
ua Liew, who is on study leave; 
and Fr Tony Mojiwat, who is pres-
ently serving at St Pius X Parish, 

Bundu Tuhan.
The communities have pro-

duced a souvenir booklet to mark 
the occasion, in which they re-
corded a brief history of the Neo-
catechumenal Way in the country.

During the early 1980s, cateche-
ses were given at the SHC parish 
in Kota Kinabalu, Stella Maris 
Church at Tanjung Aru, St Paul’s 
Church at Dontozidon, St Thom-
as’ Church at Kepayan, St John’s 
Church at Tuaran and St Mary’s 
Church in Sandakan.

The booklet gives an account of 
the visits of initiators of the Way, 
Kiko Arguello and Carmen Herna-
dez, with Fr Mario Pezzi in 1996, 
and again in 2002, in conjunction 
with the Asian Bishops’ Con-
vivence in April that year.

The gathering of 374 partici-
pants, including bishops, priests, 
catechists and families in mission 
from Asian countries, was hosted 
by the Diocese of Kota Kinabalu.

Bishop John Lee, as head of the 
diocese, said in his welcoming re-
marks on the first day of the bish-

ops’ meeting that the Church in 
Asia was moving into “a new way 
of being Church”.

He added that the journeying 
together in small communities 
seemed to be the common pastoral 
goal.

The booklet also gave an ac-
count of Archbishop John Wong’s 
sending out about 120 men and 
women, priests and lay people 
from the neocatechumenal com-
munities in Sabah and Sarawak on 
a two-by-two mission to announce 
the Gospel without money, hand 
phones, or change of clothing in 
July 2017.

After the Eucharist at the SHC 
parish centre, the community con-
tinued with the celebration of their 
40th anniversary with a banquet 
at a local restaurant. — By Joe 
Leong, CS

Neocatechumenal Communities 
celebrate 40th anniversary

KOTA KINABALU: Archbishop 
of Kota Kinabalu, Most Rev John 
Wong, launched, on Sept 5 a five-
year environmental campaign 
styled Protect Our Earth, Protect 
Our Children, under the Creation 
Justice Commission (CJC) and 
Eco-Outreach Team (EOT).

Close to 40 CJC representatives 
from various KK parishes and 
other archdiocesan commissions 
were at the event, which was co-
launched together with YB Senator 
Tuan Adrian Lasimbang, and wit-
nessed by Fr Russel Lawrine, CJC 
Spiritual Director, and Sr Calista 
Saliun, CJC Coordinator.

The campaign which com-
menced from Sep 1, 2020 and runs 
until Aug 31, 2025, will adopt a dif-

ferent theme each year. The theme 
for this year is Use Less Electricity.

The launching of the campaign 
was also in line with the celebra-
tion of the Season of Creation that 
is being held from Sep 1-Oct 4, 
2020, with the theme Jubilee for 
the Earth.

During the Season of Creation, Sr 
Calista said Pope Francis reminds 
us to go back to the beginning of 
time where God, humankind and 
the rest of His creation lived to-
gether in harmony. She quoted 
from the Laudato Si’ Encyclical 
a few tips that can be followed in 
our daily life as a way of moving 
forward into a new lifestyle such as 
avoiding water wastage, planting 
trees and using less electricity.

Meanwhile, Fr Lawrine during 
his speech, encouraged the com-
munity to join the campaign to pro-
tect the Earth for future generations 
simply by reducing electrical con-
sumption as part of the new prac-
tices in daily life.

There was also a fruitful shar-
ing session given by YB Senator 
Lasimbang on renewable energy, 
such as solar energy, and a few tips 
on electricity saving, for example 
choosing electric-efficient appli-
ances, reducing the operating time 
of any electrical appliances and 
having an attitude to use electricity 
efficiently.  

After handing over campaign 
posters and leaflets to each parish 
representatives, Archbishop Wong 

in his brief speech, said there was 
an urgent need to protect the en-
vironment especially during this 
difficult time of pandemic. He 

encouraged the involvement of 
each person in working together to 
care for Creation. — By Emily A                                                                  
Gilbert, CS

Environmental campaign Protect Our Earth, Protect 
Our Children launched in KK

Archbishop John Wong and YB Senator Adrian Lasimbang launching the 
five-year environmental campaign.

Fr Paul Lo presiding over the Eucharistic celebration for the 1st Community 
of the Neocatechumenal Way at SHC on Sep 6, 2020.

KUALA LUMPUR: This year 
saw the introduction of many 
new aspects in the celebration of 
the Feast of Our Lady of Good 
Health, Kampung Pandan. 

Due to the pandemic, a crea-
tive way was used to connect to 
the people to the celebration. In 
lieu of a physical walk, a virtual 
procession with the recitation of 
the rosary was broadcast online. It 
was a culmination of the nine day 
novena and Mass.

The beauty of Faith and the one-
ness of the event was seen in vari-
ous churches and chapels dedi-
cated to Our Lady of Good Health 
from Pagoh, Gadong, Assam 
Jawa, Parit Buntar, Ipoh to Kam-
pung Pandan. They came together 
as a family of believers and recit-
ed the rosary, decade by decade as 
an individual parish, yet together 
in the one universal Church.

“The privilege of collaborat-
ing with the many parishes was 
inspiring and it brought calm and 

inner peace as we recited the ro-
sary and shared joy in celebrating 
the feast with all,” said Jennyfer 
from the chapel of Our Lady of 
Good Health, Temiang Renchong, 
Pagoh

Arul Thiban from the Chapel 
of Annai Velankani, Gadong, ar-
ticulated that it was a blessing, as 
it gave others the opportunity to 

witness and see the various places 
of worship dedicated to Our Lady 
that people would not have known 
if you had not been there. He felt 
overwhelmed and recognised 
that it was not only the celebra-
tion for the various parishes, but 
it brought about a self-evaluation 
on their relationship with God and 
Mother Mary.

For newlywed couple John 
Wong and Anna Teoh from the 
Chapel at Kampung Pandan, it 
was about inviting Mother Mary 
into their lives and family to in-
tercede for them.  As they recited 
the Rosary they felt closer to Our 
Lady.

Ann Elizabeth from PIHDM 
immediately felt the presence of 

Mother Mary watching over all of 
them and she was filled with joy.    

It also made an impact on our 
budding cinematographer, Danial 
Francis, a youngster from the Me-
dia Ministry who while formulat-
ing the sequence of the visuals 
and all the works that go into a 
production, was touched with an 
increase in his own personal faith. 
With all the challenges involved 
in making such a production, he 
recognised it was a gift from God 
to be able to share this virtual pro-
cession with the people at large.  

None of this would have been 
possible if not for the idea mooted 
by Fr Edwin Peter. His dedication 
and support extended to all dur-
ing the recitation and recording  
of the virtual rosary. The Feast of 
Our Lady of Good Health turned 
out to be a gift to all who have a 
devotion to Mother Mary. It also 
brought in new believers to a rela-
tionship with God and with Moth-
er Mary.

Virtual procession held for feastday celebration

A screenshot of a group of parishioners reciting the rosary which was broadcast online.
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Fear returns after a new fire 
breaks out in the Port of Beirut 
BEIRUT: At about 1.30pm on 
Sept 10, a thick column of dark 
gray smoke rose from the Port of 
Beirut, billowing in the sky over 
Beirut.

Among Beirut residents, news 
of a fire in the port area sparked 
fears of another disaster like the 
one that devastated a neighbour-
hood of the Lebanese capital just 
over a month ago.

A few days ago, about three 
tonnes of ammonium nitrate was 
found in a warehouse away from 
the port; no one knows where it 
came from or who owns it.

This fire broke out in a section 
close to the area hit by the August 
explosions, in a warehouse hold-
ing tyres and motor oil for cars, 
according to dock workers.

A Lebanese army source denied 
that the fire broke out in such a lo-
cation. Instead, he said, some de-
bris from last month’s blast caught 
fire. Firefighters are at the scene, 
busy preventing the flames from 
spreading.

Residents were not reassured by 
the sound of ambulances and fire 
lorries rushing towards the port. 
In the neighbourhoods close to the 
explosion, many people left their 
homes, heading for safer open ar-
eas.

The army has closed the roads 
leading to the port. Unconfirmed 
reports reject the version of a con-
trolled fire of the debris. People 
are worried about who is behind 
the fire and why contradictory 
news is being circulated.

Port director Bassem Kaissi crit-
icised those who placed tyres next 
to motor oil, suggesting that it was 
not a controlled burning of tyres.

For him, the main concern is 
to prevent the flames from going 
beyond the Charles Helou Bridge, 
near houses already devastated by 
the explosion of Aug 4, an area 
where several NGOs are still in-
volved in cleaning and removal 
operations.

This fire comes a day after the 
British press published reports 

claiming that responsibility for 
the 4 August explosion falls al-
most certainly on Hezbollah. The 
self-styled “Party of God”, British 
media claim, was in control of the 
ammonium nitrate that caused the 
explosion.

On Sept 9, the US imposed new 
sanctions on two Lebanese politi-
cians close to Hezbollah: Youssef 
Fenianos, a Christian former Pub-
lic Works Minister, and Ali Has-
san Khalil, a Shia former Treasury 
Minister.

Goldman Sachs estimates that 
US$ 3 to US$ 5 billion will be 
needed to rebuild the port. The 
World Bank’s estimates are lower, 
putting the damage at US$ 580 
and US$ 710 million dollars.

Many countries, including Ku-
wait and France, said they were 
ready to help in the reconstruction. 
However, the lack of trust in a 
government accused by many par-
ties of corruption makes it difficult 
to quickly deliver on projects. — 
By Pierre Balanian, AsiaNews

Smoke rises from Beirut's port area, Lebanon. (AsiaNews photo)

Pakistan: Judges frightened to 
do justice in blasphemy cases

ISLAMABAD: The threat from ex-
tremists means judges in Pakistan are 
too afraid to acquit Christians falsely 
accused of blasphemy, according to 
a human rights’ activist, speaking on 
the day yet another death sentence 
was handed out.

Sajid Christopher Paul, President 
and Executive Director of Human 
Friends Organisation (HFO), spoke 
to Catholic charity Aid to the Church 
in Need (ACN) after Asif Pervaiz’s 
death sentence was handed down in 
the Lahore sessions court on Sept 8.

He said: “Judges in the lower courts 
do not feel as secure as judges in the 
higher courts. The judges in the lower 
courts do not have as much security 
as the High Court and the Supreme 
Court.

“I am not saying the judges them-
selves say they are insecure but the 
lawyers and everyone involved in 
cases such as this say that they don’t 
have the same security so they don’t 
make the bold decisions.

“The Supreme Court can make 
daring decisions, like the acquittal of 
Asia Bibi, because they have high-
level security.”

Christian man Asif Pervaiz was ar-
rested in October 2013 when it was 
alleged he sent blasphemous text 
messages by a work colleague, Mu-
hammad Saeed Khokhar, and is being 

charged under the blasphemy laws of 
295A, 295B, and 295C in the Paki-
stan Penal Code.

Asif Pervaiz, 37, says that his SIM 
card was stolen before the texts were 
sent and that he has been set up by 
Mr Khokhar because of his refusal to 
convert to Islam.

Mr Christopher said: “The reason 
for cases like this is intolerance about 
co-existence. Christians are falsely 
accused. I’ve never seen a Christian 
commit blasphemy. Our teachings are 
about peace and tolerance but they 
are always falsely accused.”

He added: “I think this case is a 
violation of freedom of religion or 
belief and is about the violation of the 
rights of Christian people here. He is 
falsely accused. He never committed 
any blasphemy, but he has been in 
prison for seven years.”

The Catholic (National) Commis-
sion for Justice and Peace found that 
in the last 30 years, there were 232 
Christian victims of the blasphemy 
laws, accounting for 15 per cent of 
cases, despite Christians representing 
less than 1.5 per cent of the popula-
tion.

Mr Christopher said that Mr Per-
vaiz’s wife and young children are in-
consolable, and that his children have 
missed vital time with their father as 
they grow up. — Fionn Shiner, ICN

OTTAWA, Canada: Asia Bibi, the 
first woman to be sentenced to 
death for blasphemy in Pakistan, 
has called on the country’s Prime 
Minister to help the country’s 
Christian girls who are abducted, 
raped and forced to marry their 
captors.

Talking to Catholic charity Aid 
to the Church in Need (ACN), Ms 
Bibi appealed to Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on behalf of 
the country’s religious minorities, 
asking him to intercede in cases 
where underage girls are abducted, 
forced to convert and marry against 
their will.

Responding to the plight of kid-
napped Christian girls Huma You-
nus and Maira Shahbaz, Ms Bibi 
said: “I know that these girls are 
being persecuted and I appeal to the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, Imran 
Khan, please help our young girls, 
because none of them should have 

to suffer like this.”
Aged 14, Maira Shahbaz, from 

Madina, Punjab, was abducted at 
gunpoint in broad daylight during 
the coronavirus lockdown in April 
2020 and is now living in hiding for 
fear of her life, having escaped her 
captor.

Huma Younus was also 14 when 
she was seized from her home in 
Karachi last October. She remains 
with her abductor.

Bibi added: “At the moment of 
the founding of Pakistan and its 
separation from India, our founder 
Ali Jinnah, in his opening procla-

mation, guaranteed freedom of reli-
gion and thought to all citizens.

“But today there are some groups 
who are using the existing laws, 
and so I appeal to the Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan – especially for 
the victims of the blasphemy laws 
and the girls who have been forci-
bly converted – to safeguard and 
protect the minorities, who are also 
Pakistani citizens.”

Under sections 295 B and 295 C 
of Pakistan’s blasphemy laws, of-
fences against the Qur’an receive a 
sentence of life imprisonment and 
insults against the Prophet Moham-
med are punishable by death.

Asia Bibi’s death penalty convic-
tion for blasphemy was overturned 
in October 2018 by Pakistan’s Su-
preme Court, after she had served 
almost a decade in prison.

Bibi said: “As a victim myself, I 
am speaking from my own experi-
ence. I suffered terribly and lived 

through so many difficulties.”
She hoped future abuses of the 

blasphemy laws could be avoided.
Bibi went on: “Pakistan is not 

just about minorities or majorities – 
Pakistan is for all Pakistani citizens. 
Therefore, the religious minorities 
should also have the same rights of 
citizenship, and the law in Pakistan 
says that everyone should be able to 
live in freedom, and so this freedom 
must be guaranteed and respected.”

She said: “I thank Holy Father 
Francis, and also Pope Benedict 
who interceded for me as well, and 
I thank ACN and all the other peo-
ple who prayed for me.”

She added: “I am grateful to 
ACN and to all your benefactors, in 
Italy and all over the world, for sup-
porting people like me who are per-
secuted on account of their faith.” 
— By John Newton

Source: indcatholicnews.com

Asia Bibi pleads to Pakistan 
PM to help kidnapped girls

Huma Younus (left) and Maira Shahbaz (right), were abducted, forced to 
convert and forced to marry their abductors against their will. (photo/Aid to 
the Church in Need)

Asif Pervaiz (second right with handcuffs) with Sajid Christopher (far right) 
(ICN photo/Tanveer Bhatti)
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Vatican-China deal can help 
‘normalise life of the Church’

VATICAN: The Vatican expects to renew its 
interim deal with China on the appointment of 
bishops, as part of efforts to “normalise” the 
life of the Catholic Church in China, Secretary 
of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin said Sept 14.

“With China, our current interest is to nor-
malize the life of the Church as much as possi-
ble, to ensure that the Church can live a normal 
life, which for the Catholic Church is also to 
have relations with the Holy See and with the 
Pope,” Parolin said.

“Our perspective is on this ecclesiastical 
theme,” Parolin added, noting that this goal 
should also take place “against a backdrop of 
peaceful coexistence, the search for peace and 
overcoming tensions.”

Cardinal Parolin spoke to journalists on the 
sidelines of a private event with Italian Prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte, held at the Italian 
Embassy to the Holy See in Rome, Sept 14.

Responding to questions, Parolin also said 

the Vatican’s intention “is that [the deal] be 
prolonged, that we continue to adopt it ad ex-
perimentum.”

“If there is the same intention on their part 
too? I think and hope so,” he said, calling the 

results of the two-year provisional agreement 
“not particularly exciting.”

The provisional agreement signed by the 
Vatican and China on Sept 22, 2018, is due to 
expire in October.

Parolin spoke Monday morning at an event 
titled “Forty-five years after the Helsinki Ac-
cords, Cardinal Silvestrini and the Vatican Öst-
politik,” organised by the Italian ambassador to 
the Holy See.

Following the Vatican-China agreement 
in 2018, state officials in different regions of 
China have continued to remove crosses and 
demolish church buildings, and underground 
Catholics and clergy continue to report harass-
ment and detention.

During the coronavirus pandemic, the state-
affiliated Chinese Catholic Patriotic Asso-
ciation and the Zhejiang Province’s Chinese 
Catholic educational administration commit-
tee issued new regulations on the reopening of 

churches requiring Chinese “patriotism” to be 
added to the celebration of the liturgy.

There are also more than 50 dioceses without 
bishops on the mainland of China.

Despite mounting international condemna-
tion of China’s internment of more than 1 mil-
lion Uyghurs in concentration camps, where 
human rights agencies have reported repeated 
actions of crimes against human rights and 
“genocide,” the Holy See has not commented 
publicly on the situation.

A spokesman for China’s foreign ministry 
said Sept. 10 that China’s interim deal with the 
Vatican has been “implemented successfully.”

The Chinese government spokesman also 
said that the Vatican and China had “accumu-
lated more mutual trust and consensus through 
a series of positive interactions” since the be-
ginning of 2020, citing mutual support during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. — By Hannah 
Brockhaus, CNA

Cardinal Pietro Parolin

Vatican deal has been implemented 
successfully’ says China’s foreign 
ministry 
VATICAN: A spokesman for China’s foreign 
ministry said that China’s interim deal with the 
Vatican has been “implemented successfully.”

He made the remark days before the pro-
visional agreement signed by the Vatican and 
China on Sept 22, 2018, is due to expire.

“With the concerted efforts from both sides, 
the interim agreement on the appointment of 
bishops between China and the Vatican has 
been implemented successfully since it was 
signed around two years ago,” Zhao Lijian, 
spokesman for China’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, said at a press conference Sept 10.

Following the agreement, and in line with the 
Chinese Communist Party’s program of “sini-
cisation,” state officials in different regions of 
China have continued to remove crosses and 
demolish church buildings, and underground 
Catholics and clergy continue to report harass-
ment and detention.

The Chinese government spokesman went 
on to say that the Vatican and China had “ac-
cumulated more mutual trust and consensus 
through a series of positive interactions” since 
the beginning of 2020, citing mutual support 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

During the coronavirus pandemic, the state-
affiliated Chinese Catholic Patriotic Asso-

ciation and the Zhejiang Province’s Chinese 
Catholic educational administration commit-
tee issued new regulations on the reopening of 
churches requiring Chinese “patriotism” to be 
added to the celebration of the liturgy.

On July 1 a National Security Law came 
into force in Hong Kong that criminalises new 
categories of “secession,” “subversion,” “ter-
rorism” and “collusion with foreign forces.” 
Anyone convicted under the law will receive 
a minimum of 10 years in prison, with the pos-
sibility of a life sentence.

Cardinal Joseph Zen, emeritus Bishop of 
Hong Kong, has said that he has “no confi-
dence” that the new National Security Law 
will respect the religious freedom of Catholics. 
— By Courtney Mares, CNA

Chinese foreign ministry’s spokesman Zhao Lijan

VATICAN: Pope Francis has signed off on a 
two-year extension of an agreement with the 
Chinese government on the appointment of 
bishops.

Catholics inside China and observers world-
wide have raised concerns about the decision to 
extend the controversial agreement at a time of 
increasing violations of the right to freedom of 
religion or belief (FoRB) in the country. Vati-
can Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin 
has also confirmed the plan to extend the agree-
ment.

In September 2018, China signed a Provi-
sional Agreement with the Holy See on the 
appointment of bishops. Details of the deal 
remain unknown. Since the Agreement was 
signed, the Pope has recognised several Chi-
nese bishops who were not previously in com-
munion with Rome. However, the authorities 
have continued to harass, intimidate and detain 
clergy.

There will be no changes to the agreement 
and it will not be extended to include Hong 
Kong.

Prior to the extension, a number of CSW 
sources expressed their disappointment with 
the agreement, but said they were resigned 
to the deal being renewed, since they had no 
expectation that the Vatican position would 
change. “We cannot feel any benefit [from the 
agreement]”, said one source, who cannot be 
named for reasons of security. When asked 
whether the FoRB situation had improved 
since the agreement, the source said they 
thought it had not, but “all religions are suffer-
ing — it is no surprise that Catholics are suffer-
ing as well”.

In recent years, the level of FoRB and other 
human rights in China has rapidly and signifi-
cantly deteriorated. CSW continues to receive 
reports of violations against every major re-
ligious community in the country, including 
Christians, Uyghur Muslims, Tibetan Bud-
dhists, and Falun Gong adherents. Examples 
of violations include the demolition of places 
of worship, mass arbitrary detention, enforced 
disappearance, intrusive surveillance, and re-
strictions on freedom of movement. Those 
who defend the right to FoRB and other human 
rights are also regularly targeted.

One Catholic leader also queried the need 
for bishops recognised by the Vatican but not 
previously recognised by the government to 

be ‘re-inaugurated’ following the agreement, 
saying: “If someone is already a bishop, if he 
is appointed again in the name of the Chinese 
Catholic Patriotic Association, it is like deny-
ing that he was a bishop before. But now all 
over the country it is like this. Through this, 
you can work here openly. Otherwise, you 
can’t do anything.”

Shortly before the renewal was announced, 
several underground priests in Jiangxi had been 
issued notices banning them from celebrating 
the liturgy on grounds that they are not recog-
nised by the state.

CSW’s East Asia Team Leader Benedict 
Rogers said: “We echo the concerns expressed 
by Catholics inside and outside the country 
about the renewal of the agreement between 
the Vatican and Beijing. This comes at a time of 
rapid and significant deterioration in the level of 
freedom of religion or belief for people across 
China, including Catholics. Catholic leaders 
not recognised by the government continue to 
be harassed, and sometimes even detained or 
disappeared, while registered churches are un-
der pressure to show their loyalty to the Party 
by flying the national flag, removing religious 
symbols, and stopping religious activities for 
under-18s. We are also deeply concerned about 
the lack of transparency concerning the agree-
ment. We call on the Vatican to put freedom 
of religion or belief at the centre of all its de-
cisions concerning Catholics in China, and to 
prioritise the release of prisoners of conscience 
still detained or disappeared in China, includ-
ing Bishop James Su Zhimin.” — ICN

Human rights concerns raised 
as Vatican extends agreement

Our Lady of China
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Since last December, a new coronavirus, COVID-19, has been 
putting our lives at risk. At the same time, it has paralysed 

most of our systems of production, the survival of which is now 
under threat. This unprecedented health emergency has triggered 
a very serious economic crisis, the depth of which will be deter-
mined by the duration of the pandemic.

The upheaval unleashed by the Asian virus is new in every 
respect. The most resounding aspect of this economic shock, 
in fact, is its deleterious originality. It does not originate from a 
collapse of the financial system or from an over-production not 
absorbed by the markets.  It comes from a natural phenomenon 
which arose by chance, and which cannot be attributed to the 
bad management of the economic system. A virus has managed 
to disrupt the global production chain, one of the first stages of 
which was found in China.

This pandemic is a severe blow to the world. To deal with it, 
most countries have taken courageous measures to quarantine 
and suspend social activities. In addition, a coordinated and 
strong response from the authorities was necessary. Its details 
were obvious. From the outset, ample public funds had to be as-
signed to health services. Specific measures were taken to sup-
port the people, businesses and local communities most affected. 
Central banks had to provide abundant liquidity.

It is now clear that we can, if circumstances require it, stop a 
state’s economy to a bare minimum level of activity. Yet at the 
same time, we have proof that the consequences are catastrophic. 
Never before has the global economy suffered a simultaneous 
shock of this magnitude. 
Is globalisation sustainable?
The situation that has arisen raises the unavoidable question of 
whether it is not now urgent to control the most problematic 
dynamics of globalisation. It seemed irreversible, and it was be-
lieved that it would remain so. The various populisms have want-
ed to curb or neutralise it, but now it is a global health emergency 
that is managing to set limits. Borders have been closed, imports 
and exports have been frozen, populations have been locked up 
in their homes. Nation states have returned to the forefront, tak-
ing a leading role; they have regained their essential mission, to 
watch over their citizens.

We do not know when we will come out of this pandemic, nor 
how much we will recover of the previous situation, but perhaps 
an epochal change is taking shape. With the crisis that started in 
China, we are now dramatically aware of the limits and risks in-
volved in the current configuration of the international economy, 
particularly in the globalisation of production.

The fragmentation of production chains, as a result of the fa-
tal logic of making profits at all costs, has made it necessary to 
relocate production, and this has seriously affected health and 
environmental controls due to the very high volume of trade that 
aggravates the pollution of our planet. 

The economic impact of COVID-19 will be much greater than 
that of SARS in 2003, perhaps because that epidemic disappeared 
without anyone knowing why; or because the world was then 
less economically integrated than it is today. A virus, an invisible 
biological structure, brought this globalised world to its knees. 
Once we rise, we will have to decide how to organise ourselves 
and how to deal with a future that is seriously compromised. 

Without the intervention of the states, we could neither have 
faced the pandemic nor prevented the collapse of the economy. In 
the immediate future, as public health is restored, states will lead 
the process of reactivating their economies. This is a natural task 
for them as representatives of the relevant political communities. 
When we emerge from this crisis, the world will be different. The 
psychology of investors will change, as will the way we organ-
ise production and consumption. In addition, we will see that the 
state is once again active in the economy in order to remain there 
and guarantee the common good. 
— By Fr Antonio Spadaro, La Civilta Cattolica

The Global 
Economic Crisis
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BEIJING: Crux reported that the Pro-
visional agreement of the Sino-Vatican 
agreement will be renewed. The agree-
ment was signed in September 2018 and 
expires in October of this year. Some Vati-
can seniors claim that the purpose of the 
deal is to promote the unification of the 
Catholic Church in China and improve 
the situation of the Underground Church. 
However, the situation of the Church in 
China has gotten worse and worse after 
the agreement. The demolishing of cross-
es has not ceased and young people under 
18 years of age are banned from entering 
a church. All of those actions are part of a 
persecution policy. The Sino-Vatican deal 
is reminiscent of the Nazi Germany’s deal 
with the Holy See.

Following the unification of Germany 
in the 1870s, German Catholics became 
a minority in a country with a Protestant 
majority. The faithful always faced the ac-
cusation that the German Catholics were 
not true Germans because they accepted 
the authority of Rome. The German 
Chancellor, Otto Von Bismarck, started 
the battle of Culture with the Catholic 
Church in Germany. They closed the 
churches and monasteries and expelled 
the clergy. In response, German Catho-
lics set up the Catholic Centre Party and 
got support from the Church. Finally, the 
Church successfully protected its interests 
through fighting with Bismarck. The Holy 
See signed some deals with several local 
governments (Prussia, Bavaria, Baden) 
during the Weimarer Republic (1918-
1933). However, The Holy See wanted 
to sign a national concordat with the Ger-
man central Government. In the general 
election of 1933, Adolf Hitler, the leader 
of the Nazi Party, became the new Chan-
cellor. Hitler considered that his regime 
was not very stable and needed an alliance 
with the Catholic Centre Party. He invited 
Franz Von Papen, the leader of Center 

Party, to be vice Chancellor of the Nazi 
government. The faithful majority did not 
have a favourable impression of the Nazi 
party. In order to change the negative at-
titude of the Nazi government Hitler au-
thorised Franz von Papen to start negotia-
tions with the Holy See for a concordat. 
Secretary of State Eugenio Pacelli (the 
future Pope Pius XII) and Pope Pius XI 
were interested in reaching an agreement 
with Nazi Germany. On July 20, 1933, 
the Vatican and Nazi Germany signed the 
concordat against this background.

According to the concordat, The Cath-
olic Church agreed not to go against the 
political and social theory of the Nazi 
Party. The German government guaran-
teed freedom of profession and public 
practice of the Catholic religion, con-
firming the Holy See’s right to appoint 
a papal nuncio in Berlin and the German 
government’s right to have an ambassa-
dor in Rome. The German bishops would 
take an oath of loyalty to the country. The 
concordat also protected the religious or-
ders’ freedom for charitable, pastoral and 
educational work. The properties of the 
Catholic Church were protected accord-
ing to German law. The Church had the 
right to set up theological colleges for 
the training of priests and to maintain the 
Catholic academic faculties in the nation-
al universities.

No matter how good the concordat the 
problem was in the implementation. Six 
months after the agreement, the Catholic 
youth associations — with all the other 

associations — were forced to join the 
Nazi youth association. The crucifix was 
banned in schools and the children of 
Catholic families were compelled, like 
everyone else, to study in Nazi approved 
schools. Hundreds of priests were jailed 
for criticising Nazism. In 1937, Pope Pius 
XI released the encyclical Mit brennender 
Sorge condemning the violations of the 
concordat.

Unfortunately, although Pope Pius XI 
denounced the persecution by the Nazi 
party, the damage was done.

The concordat could not be changed to 
improve the situation of the Catholics in 
Nazi Germany. In contrast, the concordat 
weakened the authority of the Holy See, 
misleading the faithful into accepting 
Nazi rule and considering the Holy See 
as an ally of Nazi Germany. As historian 
Fritz Stern said; “Hitler had even more 
reason to be satisfied. The concordat was 
his first international agreement, and it 
vastly enhanced his respectability in Ger-
many and abroad. A great moral authority 
had trusted his word.” [1]

Now history is repeating itself in China, 
so please remember the lesson of Nazi 
Germany. Do not cause another tragedy. 
Please do not in the name of love and uni-
fication give way to torture and murder in 
the Church of China! — By Li Ruohan, 
AsiaNews/Agencies  

[1]  Fritz Stern, Dreams and Delusions: The 
Drama of German History (New Haven: 
Yale University Press, 1999), 169.

Fear of  Sino-Vatican 
Agreement: Echoes of  
the Church and Hitler

The situation of the Church in China has become increasingly 
worse since the signing of the agreement. The concordat with Nazi 
Germany in 1933 gave the Church freedom for a few months. Then 
crucifixes were removed from the schools; Catholic associations 
were brought back under the Nazi party; everyone was obliged to 
study Nazism. Fritz Stern: The concordat with the Holy See boost-
ed Hitler’s respectability in Germany and abroad.

HONG KONG: As the Vatican looks to 
extend its pact with China on bishops’ ap-
pointments, the Communist nation has ac-
celerated efforts to arm-twist underground 
priests to join the state-sanctioned Open 
Church.

The Church aims to normalise relations 
with China by extending the agreement, 
Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro 
Parolin told media in the Vatican Sept 14.

The provisional agreement signed in 
September 2018 expires in October, two 
years after it took effect. But local Catho-
lics say communist officials had intensi-
fied a crackdown on the Underground 
Church in recent months.

In southeast China’s Jiangxi province, 
several underground priests have been is-
sued with notices banning them from cele-
brating the liturgy on the grounds that they 
do not have state recognition as priests.

One such notice to a priest said that 
starting Sept 1, “you are not allowed to 

practice any religious activity in a reli-
gious clergy’s capacity.”

The priest has not been recognised as 
a Catholic priest because he has not re-
ported to the government’s religious af-
fairs department as the state’s regulations 
require, the notice said.

The Regulations on Religious Affairs 
that China’s Communist regime issued in 
2004 and revised in 2017 prohibit persons 

without official recognition as priests or 
clergy from engaging in religious activi-
ties.

The revised regulations do not rec-
ognise the Underground Church and its 
priests, but they can function as priests 
after registering with the government and 
joining the state-run church.

Local Catholic Paul said that the gov-
ernment was trying to choke the Under-
ground Church by forcing priests to join 
the official church.

He said such efforts increased after Sep-
tember 2018 when the Vatican and China 
signed the agreement on appointing bish-
ops. But the details of the temporary pact 
have still not been made public.

Peter, another local Catholic, said that 
in the past, the government only ‘talked’ 
about the regulations. “But officials have 
become serious about it now” after the 
Vatican-China agreement was signed. —
ucanews.com

China stifles underground Church 
as Vatican looks to extend pact

The Cathedral of Shangqiu South 
Church in Henan province.
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Synodality at the crossroads

Pope Francis greets the crowd as he arrives for his general audience in the San 
Damaso courtyard at the Vatican Sept 16, 2020. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Pope Francis’ powerful gestures are urgently in need of a theological language
Rarely does a journal article offer an X-ray of a particu-
lar moment in a pontificate, providing such depth and de-
tail that it remains essential to understanding how a pope 
perceives his ministry in the life of the Church.

But that’s exactly what happened in September 2013 
when Antonio Spadaro, editor of La Civiltà Cattolica, 
published his blockbuster interview with Pope Francis.

It happened again earlier this month when the Italian 
Jesuit published another article in the venerable journal 
explaining his confrere’s style of papal governance.

The most recent piece is especially important because 
it includes much of what the Jesuit Pope says in his own 
words, writes MASSIMO FAGGIOLI.

The pontificate is far from over, but this 
is a delicate moment of passage to un-
derstand what type of reform Francis can 
realistically expect to achieve within a 
timeframe that can be measured histori-
cally, rather than in geological eras.

The Civiltà Cattolica article responds 
to a number of essays published in the 
last few months – one of them my own 
here  – that analysed the repercussions 
of the Pope’s interpretation of the 2019 
Synod in the exhortation Querida Ama-
zonia.

Those essays pointed out the gap be-
tween the proposals for institutional 
reform approved by the Synod (viri 
probati, ministries for women) and the 
non-reception of these proposals by 
Francis in his post-synodal exhortation.

Spadaro and the pope point out that 
the driving force of the pontificate is not 
institutional reform. Rather, for Francis – 
as a Jesuit – it is “primarily a matter of 
reforming people from within”, just as it 
was for his order’s founder, St Ignatius 
of Loyola. It’s the long game and not the 
short term.

This is good news for those who ex-
pect Francis to institute an immediate re-
form that addresses the ecclesial collapse 
in many local churches far from Rome.

Especially what Francis says about the 
Amazon Synod – “in a certain sense, the 
Synod is not finished” – confirms a line 
of interpretation of Querida Amazonia as 
different from post-synodal exhortations 
in previous pontificates. It represents the 
continuation, not the closing of a process.

On the other hand, some of the Pope’s 
statements that are revealed for the first 
time in the Spadaro article confirm that 
much is at stake when it comes to imple-
menting synodality.

This has been a major theme of 
Francis’ pontificate since the be-
ginning, and it can be broadly 
defined as the principle of “giving 
every faithful a say in what hap-
pens in the Church” or, in the Lat-
in of the first millennium Roman 
law, Quod omnes tangit ab omni-
bus tractari debet (What touches 
all must be approved by all).

Synodality is a major indicator 
of where the pontificate is going. 
So far, there have been different 
phases in Francis’ words and acts 
about its implementation.

If one analyses what he’s said 
on synodality, it is clear that in 

the second part of the pontificate 
there has been a growing con-
cern with the need to distinguish 
and separate synods from parlia-
ments, which did not seem to be a 
big concern for the 2014-2015 as-
semblies of the Synod of Bishops.

In fact, there seems to be an in-
consistency in the Pope’s cautious 
interpretation of the 2019 assem-
bly as a consensus that lacked dis-
cernment. In fact, this is how he 
describes it in Spadaro’s article:

Referring to the Synod for the 
Amazon, regarding the priestly 
ordination of viri probati, Fran-
cis wrote [in a note to Spadaro]: 

“There was a discussion ... a rich 
discussion ... a well-founded 
discussion, but no discernment, 
which is something other than ar-
riving at a good and justified con-
sensus or relative majorities.”

Actually, the Synod assem-
blies on marriage and the family 
in 2014 and 2015 were the truly 
contentious meetings, not the 
2019 assembly for the Amazon 
region.

With Amoris Laetitia Francis 
confirmed the proposals voted by 
the 2014 and 2015 assemblies, 
but he did not do the same with 
the 2019 Synod assembly.

Is it because of what happened 
during the session in 2019 or 
because of what happened after 
Amoris Laetitia?

It would be interesting to hear 
what the bishops and other par-
ticipants of the Amazon Synod 
make of Pope’s assertion that 
the ecclesial and spiritual experi-
ence was fundamentally lacking 
discernment. Interestingly, none 
have commented thus far.

The recent article in La Civiltà Cat-
tolica is important for a couple of 
key reasons. First, it shows the dis-
crepancy between Francis' incredibly 
consequential decision to resuscitate 
synodality (including by revamping 
the Synod of Bishops) and a still un-
stated and unexpressed theology of 
ecclesial synodality.

But there is a gap to bridge between 
the Pope’s very powerful and effec-
tive synodal gestures and a view of 
synodality that still needs to be enun-
ciated theologically — especially af-
ter his crucial, yet still quite isolated 
speech on the 50th anniversary of the 
institution of the Synod of Bishops.

This moment is reminiscent of 
Yves Congar who, at the Second Vat-
ican Council (1962-65), faulted Paul 
VI for not articulating a theology im-
plicit in his gestures and for not un-
derstanding the ecclesiological con-
sequences of his own interventions.

It’s true that one cannot separate 
the present Pope’s Jesuit identity 
from his way of exercising the pa-
pacy.

But it’s also clear that Francis cannot 
handle synodality as if he were a pro-
vincial of the Jesuits. He is the Bishop 
of Rome.

It is also true that the Synod is not a 
general or ecumenical council. But one 
wonders what would have happened 
to Vatican II if Paul VI had decided to 
discern the final votes of the council fa-
thers with the same criteria Francis has 
used to decide on the Synod.

The relationship between ecclesial 
synodality and Francis’ view of papal 
primacy as an insight on the absence 
or presence of spiritual discernment in 
synodal decisions needs an ecclesiol-
ogy that has not yet been worked out.

The same is true for the dichotomy 
between the Synod and a parliament, as 
the Pope outlined in Spadaro’s article:

We must understand that the Synod is 
more than a parliament; and in this spe-
cific case the Synod could not escape 
this dynamic. On this issue the [2019] 
Synod was a rich, productive and even 
necessary parliament; but no more than 
that. For me this was decisive in the fi-
nal discernment, when I thought about 
how to write the exhortation [Querida 
Amazonia].

A theology of synodality would need 
a more Rahnerian theology of grace. 
Grace can surely be present in “parlia-

mentary” style discussion. It doesn’t 
operate only when doing fully devel-
oped Ignatian discernment.

True reform needs a profound change 
in spirituality and mentality. But here 
Francis’ insistence on the non-structur-
al nature of real reform is helpful only 
as long as it does not reduce synodality 
to simply a style of doing things in the 
Church.

John O’Malley’s masterful expla-
nation of the importance of Vatican II 
is tied to the issue of style, but also to 
language both theological and institu-
tional.

In this respect, it is important that 
Francis considers the 2019 Synod as 
still open. On the other hand, synodality 
needs a theology of ministry and on this 
particular issue the pope made already 
some choices in Querida Amazonia.

And it’s not just about the viri pro-
bati and women in the Church – even 
though, as Michael Sean Winters noted 
recently, the issue of women does not 
seem to be on Francis’ radar when he 
talks about synodality.

The changes this pope has brought 
about on the participation of women in 
decision-making moments in the life of 
the Church, have been only about a new 
style up to now. They have not been re-
ally relevant or consistent.

The problem is that ecclesial 
synodality cannot be just an-
other name for episcopal col-
legiality under the control of 
papal primacy. The Church has 
to find a way to preserve papal 
primacy and apostolicity while 
giving time and space to syno-
dality.

Here the limits of the present 
state of the theology of syno-
dality in Catholicism are evi-
dent also in the way the Church 
is facing other emergencies.

For example, much of the in-
stitutional response to the sex 
abuse crisis has been about giv-
ing more responsibility to the 
top, and not really about finding 
new synodal ways at the level 
of local churches.

The most delicate point of 
Francis’ vision of Church re-
form is about the sustainability 
of the plan compared to the cur-
rent ecclesial situation. It’s not 
just about the collapse of the 
clerical model, given the lack 
of vocations. In some countries 
it is also found in the nexus 
between the scandal of sexual 
abuse and Church reform.

Francis’ recent statements on 

the role of discernment in the 
synodal process by papal pri-
macy are likely to be adopted as 
a talking point by bishops that 
oppose or are skeptical towards 
ecclesial processes that have 
started at the local and national 
level.

It is no coincidence that these 
processes have been started in 
places that have been devas-
tated by the abuse crisis – like 
Germany, which is currently 
holding the “synodal way”, and 
Australia, which is planning the 
Plenary Council of 2021-2022.

Synodality requires that all 
voices be heard. A view of 
synodality that fails the test of 
reforming the Church in light 
of the abuse crisis is very prob-
lematic. This is why the future 
of ecclesial synodality is much 
more in the peripheries than in 
the Synod Hall at the Vatican.

The question is about what 
kind of support Rome will give 
to these local experiences that 
are now unfolding. Without 
the Pope’s support, these local 
synodal processes will likely be 
suffocated in their cradles.

Dealing with the birth pangs 

of an emergent synodality is, of 
course, not a problem of Fran-
cis alone. It is a problem for the 
whole Church.

Until his election to the pa-
pacy, the institutional Church’s 
ostensible treatment of syno-
dality was mostly just a passion 
of some academics. Now there 
is a gap to be filled between the 
gestures and their ecclesiology.

Between now and the Synod 
of Bishops’ next ordinary gen-
eral assembly in October 2022 
– which is on synodality itself 
– there is a lot to be done.

The entire Church is called 
to give theological, magisterial 
and institutional articulation 
to Francis’ powerful gestures. 
Otherwise, the synodal season 
the Catholic Church is now ex-
periencing may end up being a 
very short one. — LCI (https://
international.la-croix.com/)

l Massimo Faggioli is profes-
sor of theology and religious 
studies at Villanova Univer-
sity. His most recent book is 
The Liminal Papacy of Pope 
Francis. Moving toward 
Global Catholicity (Orbis). 

Pope Francis attends the final session of the Synod of Bishops for the Amazon 
at the Vatican in this Oct. 26, 2019, file photo. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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The excusable doesn’t need to 
be excused and the inexcus-
able cannot be excused.

Michael Buckley wrote those 
words and they contain an impor-
tant challenge. We’re forever trying 
to make excuses for things we need 
not make excuses for and are forev-
er trying to excuse the inexcusable. 
Neither is necessary. Or helpful.

We can learn a lesson from how 
Jesus dealt with those who be-
trayed him. A prime example is the 
apostle Peter, specially chosen and 
named the very rock of the apostol-
ic community. Peter was an honest 
man with a childlike sincerity and a 
deep faith, and he, more than most 
others, grasped the deeper mean-
ing of who Jesus was and what his 
teaching meant. Indeed, it was he 
who in response to Jesus’ question 
(Who do you say I am?) replied, 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God.” Yet minutes after that 
confession, Jesus had to correct Pe-
ter’s false conception of what that 
meant, and then rebuke him for 
trying to deflect him from his very 
mission. More seriously, it was Pe-
ter who, within hours of an arrogant 
boast that though all others would 

betray Jesus he alone would remain 
faithful, betrayed Jesus three times, 
and this in Jesus’ most needy hour.

Later we are privy to the con-
versation Jesus has with Peter vis-
à-vis those betrayals. What’s sig-
nificant is that he doesn’t ask Peter 
to explain himself, doesn’t excuse 
Peter, and doesn’t say things like: 
“You weren’t really yourself! I can 
understand how anyone might be 
very frightened in that situation! I 
can empathize, I know what fear 
can do to you!” None of that. The 
excusable doesn’t need to be ex-
cused and the inexcusable cannot 
be excused. In Peter’s betrayal, as 
in our own betrayals, there’s invari-
ably some of both, the excusable 
and the inexcusable.

So what does Jesus do with Pe-
ter? He doesn’t ask for an explana-
tion, doesn’t ask for an apology, 
doesn’t tell Peter that it is okay, 
doesn’t offer excuses for Peter, and 
doesn’t even tell Peter that he loves 
him. Instead he asks Peter: “Do 
you love me?” Peter answers yes 
– and everything moves forward 
from there. 

Everything moves forward from 
there. Everything can move for-

ward following a confession of 
love, not least an honest confession 
of love in the wake of a betrayal. 
Apologies are necessary (because 
that’s taking ownership of the fault 
and the weakness so as to lift it 
completely off the soul of the one 
who was betrayed) but excuses are 
not helpful. If the action was not a 
betrayal, no excuse is necessary; if 
it was, no excuse absolves it. An 
excuse or an attempt at one serves 
two purposes, neither of them 
good. First, it serves to rationalise 
and justify, none of which is help-
ful to the betrayed or the betrayer. 

Second, it weakens the apology 
and makes it less than clean and 
full, thus not lifting the betrayal 
completely off the soul of the one 
who has been betrayed; and, be-
cause of that, is not as helpful an 
expression of love as is a clear, 
honest acknowledgement of our 
betrayal and an apology which at-
tempts no excuse for its weakness 
and betrayal.

What love asks of us when we 
are weak is an honest, non-ration-
alised admission of our weakness, 
along with a statement from the 
heart: “I love you!” Things can 
move forward from there. The past 
and our betrayal are not expunged, 
nor excused; but, in love, we can 
live beyond them. To expunge, 
excuse, or rationalise is to not live 
in the truth; it is unfair to the one 
betrayed since he or she bears the 
consequences and scars. 

Only love can move us beyond 
weakness and betrayal and this is 
an important principle not just for 
those instances in life when we be-
tray and hurt a loved one, but for 
our understanding of life in gener-
al. We’re human, not divine, and as 
such are beset, congenitally, body 

and mind, with weaknesses and 
inadequacies of every sort. None 
of us, as St. Paul graphically says 
in his Epistle to the Romans, ever 
quite measure up. The good we 
want to do, we end up not doing, 
and the evil we want to avoid, we 
habitually end up doing. Some of 
this, of course, is understandable, 
excusable, just as some of it is inex-
cusable, save for the fact that we’re 
humans and partially a mystery to 
ourselves. Either way, at the end of 
the day, no justification or excuses 
are asked for (or helpful). 

We don’t move forward in re-
lationship by telling either God 
or someone we have hurt: “You 
have to understand! In that situa-
tion, what else was I to do too? I 
didn’t mean to hurt you, I was just 
too weak to resist!” That’s neither 
helpful, nor called for. Things 
move forward when we, with-
out excuses, admit weakness, and 
apologise for betrayal. Like Peter 
when asked three times by Jesus: 
“Do you love me?” from our hearts 
we need to say: “You know every-
thing, you know that I love you.” 
— By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights 
reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Moving beyond mistakes 
and weaknesses

When he addresses, via video 
message, the UN General 

Assembly Sept 21, Pope Francis 
is expected to speak about using 
the coronavirus crisis as an oppor-
tunity to rethink economic, politi-
cal and environmental policies in 
a way that will benefit humanity 
and the earth.

Since COVID-19 was officially 
recognised as a pandemic in early 
March, the Pope has been urging 
individuals, organisations and 
governments to recognise the in-
equalities the pandemic has high-
lighted in economics and access to 
health care and education, as well 
as the ways current patterns of 
production and consumption have 
damaged the environment.

Pope Francis began a series 
of general audience talks Aug 5 
about the principles of Catholic 
social teaching that can help the 
world recover from the pandemic 
and move forward in a way that is 
better for human beings and for 
the environment.

He spoke about transforming 
“the roots of our physical, spir-
itual and social infirmities and the 
destructive practices that separate 
us from each other, threatening the 
human family and our planet.”

During a news conference Aug 
26 in Rieti, Italy, to launch a cel-
ebration marking events in the 
life of St Francis of Assisi, Bish-
op Domenico Pompili replied to 
a comment about interreligious 
cooperation by saying that Pope 
Francis was preparing a new en-
cyclical on “human fraternity,” a 

phrase used for a document on in-
terreligious dialogue and coopera-
tion signed in 2019 by Pope Fran-
cis and Sheikh Ahmad el-Tayeb, 
grand imam of al-Azhar.

The Vatican has not confirmed 
that an encyclical is in the works, 
but it would make sense that a so-
cial encyclical on a post-COVID 
vision would build upon an affir-
mation that all human beings were 
created by God with equal dignity 
and that solutions to the world’s 
most pressing problems must be 
found together and must benefit 
all.

In a long interview published 
Aug 27, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, 
Vatican Secretary of State, was 
asked what principles of Catho-
lic social teaching could help the 

global economy recover from the 
pandemic and its lockdowns.

“The priority is not the economy 
as such, but the human person,” he 
responded to Carlo di Cicco, for-
mer assistant editor of the Vatican 
newspaper, L’Osservatore Ro-
mano.

The interview was posted on 
Riparte L’Italia, the online maga-
zine of an economic and social 
think tank.

“COVID-19 not only provoked 
a health crisis but impacted multi-
ple aspects of human life: the fam-
ily, politics, labour, businesses, 
commerce, tourism, etc.,” Cardi-
nal Parolin said. “The broad and 
interconnected character of the 
pandemic constantly reminds us 
of the observation of Pope Francis 

that ‘everything is connected.'”
The Cardinal said acceptance 

of the idea that the economy is 
not everything is the only expla-
nation for why so many national 
and local governments ordered 
lockdowns to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus: “It shows that 
the priority isn’t the economy but 
the person.”

However, he said, for the Catho-
lic Church, it is not enough to be 
concerned about a person’s physi-
cal health. “The entirety of the 
human person must be cared for,” 
which means caring for the per-
son’s spiritual, political and eco-
nomic health as well, he said.

The pandemic revealed “our 
common weakness, our shared 
fragility,” he said. “However, in-
stead of fostering cooperation for 
the universal common good, we 
see more and more walls rising 
around us, exalting borders as a 
guarantee of security and practic-
ing systematic violations of the 
law, maintaining a situation of 
permanent global conflict.

“As Pope Francis recalled in 
Nagasaki (in November), arms 
spending reached its peak in 2019, 
and now there is a serious risk 
that, after a period of decline, in-
cluding due to pandemic-related 
restrictions, it will continue to in-
crease,” he said.

But, he said, the pandemic 
demonstrates that what is needed 
is “friendship and benevolence, 
rather than hatred and fear.”

Catholic social teaching, the 
Cardinal said, has firm biblical, 

theological and anthropological 
foundations and can be “continu-
ally updated” to respond to new 
needs and situations.

When speaking about the econ-
omy, he said, the two most recent 
papal social encyclicals are key: 
Pope Benedict XVI’s 2009 Cari-
tas in Veritate (Charity in Truth) 
and Pope Francis’ 2015 Laudato 
Si’, On Care for Our Common 
Home.

“Benedict spoke of an economy 
in which room must be made for 
the logic of gift, the principle of 
gratuitousness, which expresses 
not only solidarity, but even more 
deeply, human fraternity,” the Car-
dinal said. “Francis relaunched the 
theme of integral human develop-
ment in the context of an ‘integral 
ecology,’ one that is environmen-
tal, economic, social, cultural, 
spiritual.”

“Today the pandemic is giving 
a tremendous shock to the entire 
economic and social system and 
its supposed certainties at all lev-
els. The problems of unemploy-
ment are and will be dramatic; the 
problems of public health require 
the revolution of entire health and 
education systems; and the role of 
states and relations between na-
tions are changing,” Cardinal Pa-
rolin said.

“The Church feels called to ac-
company the complicated journey 
that lies before us all as a human 
family,” he said. “She must do so 
with humility and wisdom, but 
also with creativity.” — By Cindy 
Wooden, CNS

Pope to take his post-pandemic pleas to global stage

Pope Francis addresses the General Assembly of the United Nations in New 
York Sept 25, 2015. (CNS file photo/Paul Haring)
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SAN FRANCISCO: The Archbishop of San 
Francisco has called on Catholics to partici-
pate in Eucharistic processions across the city 
Sept 20. The faithful will join together and 
walk past city hall before public Masses are 
said outside the city’s cathedral, in part to pro-
test the city’s revised limits on public worship.

Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone said in a 
memo to priests Sept 13 that separate proces-
sions would begin at St Anthony, St Patrick, 
and Star of the Sea parishes, and would con-
verge at United Nations Plaza near San Fran-
cisco City Hall.

The combined processions will then pro-
ceed past city hall to the Cathedral of St. Mary 
of the Assumption, where San Francisco 
priests, led by the archbishop, will celebrate 
multiple outdoor, socially-distanced Masses 
in both English and Spanish.

San Francisco Mayor London Breed had 
announced that from Sept 14, houses of wor-
ship may have 50 people at religious services 
outdoors. In addition, indoor private prayer is 
allowed, but only one person at a time is al-
lowed inside.

Previously, the limit for outdoor services 
had been 12 people, with all indoor services 
prohibited. The archdiocese covers the city 
and county of San Francisco — where the ca-
thedral is located — as well as San Mateo and 
Marin counties.

In contrast, hotels in San Francisco are fully 
reopened; indoor gyms are set to reopen at 10 
per cent capacity; and most retail stores are al-
lowed to operate at 50 per cent capacity, while 
malls are restricted to 25 per cent. Gyms op-
erated in government buildings for police of-
ficers and other government employees have 
already reopened.

In addition, Archbishop Cordileone has not-
ed, businesses requiring extended, close one-
on-one contact will also be reopening Sept 14, 
such as hair salons, nail salons and massage 
parlours, but “we are allowed only one person 
in church at a time for prayer.”

While San Francisco Catholics have been 

gathering outside for Masses, unable to gather 
inside their churches, the Bay Area is expe-
riencing some of the worst air quality in the 
world, because of smoke and other pollut-
ants coming from wildfires ravaging the West 
Coast. Air quality was expected to improve 
some the week, but worsen over the weekend, 
as smoke is pushed toward the city by coastal 
winds.

Cordileone said the archdiocese has ordered 
100 banners in English, 15 in Spanish, and 5 
in Chinese that read: “We Are Essential: Free 
the Mass!” He asked that parishioners carry 
the banners during the Eucharistic proces-
sions.

The archbishop has noted that the state’s 
legitimate concern for health and safety does 
have some bearing on how the Church oper-
ates— for example, there are good reasons 
why church buildings must be built with re-
spect to code.

“But the state does not tell the Church how 
to arrange the liturgical space — that pertains 
to the internal life of the Church, over which 
the state has no authority. The same principle 
applies to worship services: the state has no 
right whatsoever to tell the Church it cannot 
worship, but it has every right and responsibil-
ity to tell the Church which practices it must 
observe to keep people safe during worship,” 
said Cordileone.

Cordileone said priests at many parishes 
around the archdiocese, including the Cathe-
dral of St Mary of the Assumption, are cele-
brating multiple Masses every Sunday — out-
side, and spaced out — in order to adapt to the 
restrictions.

“The Body and Blood of Christ is the source 
and summit of our Faith. People are hungry 
for the Eucharist, and many priests are re-
sponding to the call as best they can,” he said.

The City of San Francisco has been closely 
monitoring Catholic churches in the city and 
has repeatedly issued warnings to the archdio-
cese for apparent health order violations. — 
CNA

San Francisco Catholics plan Eucharistic 
processions to ‘Free the Mass’ on Sunday

San Francisco Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone celebrates the feast of the Assumption on 
the steps of the city’s Cathedral of St Mary of the Assumption Aug 15, 2020. (CNS photo/Dennis 
Callahan, Archdiocese of San Francisco)

In a letter to the leaders of the world’s epis-
copal conferences, the head of the Vati-

can’s office for worship and sacraments said 
that Catholic communities should return to 
Mass as soon as it can be done safely, and 
that the Christian life cannot be sustained 
without the Sacrifice of the Mass and the 
Christian community of the Church.

The letter, sent to bishops this week, 
said that, while the Church should cooper-
ate with civic authorities and be attentive 
to safety protocols amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, “liturgical norms are not matters 
on which civil authorities can legislate, but 
only the competent ecclesiastical authori-
ties.” It also emphasised that bishops can 
make provisional changes to liturgical ru-
brics in order to accommodate public health 
concerns, and urged obedience to those tem-
porary changes.

“In listening to and collaborating with 
civil authorities and experts,” bishops and 
episcopal conferences “were prompt to 
make difficult and painful decisions, even to 
the point of suspending the participation of 
the faithful in the celebration of the Eucha-
rist for a long period. This Congregation is 
deeply grateful to the Bishops for their com-
mitment and effort in trying to respond in 
the best possible way to an unforeseen and 
complex situation,” Cardinal Robert Sarah 
wrote in Let us return to the Eucharist with 
joy, dated Aug 15 and approved by Pope 
Francis Sept 3.

“As soon as circumstances permit, how-
ever, it is necessary and urgent to return to 
the normality of Christian life, which has the 
church building as its home and the celebra-
tion of the liturgy, especially the Eucharist, 
as ‘the summit toward which the activity 
of the Church is directed; and which at the 
same time is the font from which all her 
power flows’ (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 
10).”

Sarah noted that “as soon as possible... we 

must return to the Eucharist with a purified 
heart, with a renewed amazement, with an 
increased desire to meet the Lord, to be with 
Him, to receive Him and to bring Him to our 
brothers and sisters with the witness of a life 
full of faith, love and hope.”

“We cannot be without the banquet of the 
Eucharist, the table of the Lord to which we 
are invited as sons and daughters, brothers 
and sisters to receive the Risen Christ him-
self, present in body, blood, soul and divin-
ity in that Bread of Heaven which sustains 
us in the joys and labours of this earthly pil-
grimage.”

We “cannot be without the Christian com-
munity,” Sarah added, “cannot be without 
the house of the Lord,” “cannot be without 
the Lord’s Day.”

“We cannot live as Christians without par-
ticipating in the Sacrifice of the Cross in the 
which the Lord Jesus gave himself unreserv-
edly to save, by his death, humanity which 
had died because of sin...in the embrace of 
the Crucified One all human suffering finds 
light and comfort.”

The Cardinal explained that while 
streamed or televised Masses “have per-
formed a great service...at a time when there 

was no possibility of community celebra-
tion, no broadcast is comparable to personal 
communication or can replace it. On the 
contrary, these broadcasts risk distancing us 
from a personal and intimate encounter with 
the incarnate God who gave himself to us 
not in a virtual way,” but in the Eucharist.

“Once the concrete measures that can be 
taken to reduce the spread of the virus to a 
minimum have been identified and adopted, 
it is necessary that all resume their place in 
the assembly of brothers and sisters...and 
encourage again those brothers and sisters 
who have been discouraged, frightened, ab-
sent, or uninvolved for too long.”

Sarah’s letter made some concrete sugges-
tions for the resumption of Mass amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, which is expected to 
continue to spread in the United States in the 
fall and winter months, with some models 
predicting a doubling of the death count by 
the end of 2020.

The Cardinal said that bishops should 
give “due attention” to “hygiene and safety 
regulations” while avoiding the “sterilisa-
tion of gestures and rites” or “instilling, 
even unconsciously, fear and insecurity in 
the faithful.”

He added that bishops should be certain 
that civil authorities not subordinate the 
Mass to a place of priority below “recrea-
tional activities” or regard the Mass as only 
a “gathering” comparable to other public 
activities. He reminded bishops that civic 
authorities cannot regulate liturgical norms. 

Sarah said that pastors should “insist on 
the necessity of adoration,” work to ensure 
the dignity of the liturgy and its setting, and 
ensure that “the faithful should be recog-
nized as having the right to receive the Body 
of Christ and to worship the Lord present 
in the Eucharist,” without “limitations that 
go even beyond what is provided for by the 
norms of hygiene issued by public authori-
ties.” — CNA

We must return to the Eucharist

The archbishop of San Francisco penned an 
oped in the Washington Post citing the First 
Amendment as he called for city officials to re-
lax the current restrictions on public worship, 
which are some of the strictest in the country.

Rather than asking for special treatment, 
“all we are seeking is to worship in our own 
churches, following reasonable safety proto-
cols — the same freedoms now extended to 
customers of nail salons, massage services and 
gyms,”  Cordileone wrote in the Sept. 16 op-
ed.

“It’s only fair, it’s only compassionate, and, 
unlike with these other activities, it’s what the 
First Amendment demands.”

San Francisco Mayor London Breed has said 
the city will allow indoor services up to a max-
imum of 25 people by Oct 1. This, Cordileone 
noted, is less than one per cent of the capacity 
of San Francisco’s cathedral.

Mayor Breed had announced this week that 
starting Sept 14, houses of worship may have 
50 people at religious services outdoors. In ad-
dition, indoor private prayer is allowed, but 
only one person at a time is allowed inside a 
house of worship.

Previously, the limit for outdoor services 
had been 12 people, with all indoor services 
prohibited. The archdiocese covers the city 
and county of San Francisco — where the ca-
thedral is located — as well as San Mateo and 
Marin counties.

In contrast, hotels in San Francisco are fully 
reopened; indoor gyms are set to reopen at 10 
per cent capacity; and most retail stores are al-
lowed to operate at 50 per cent capacity, while 
malls are restricted to 25 per cent. Gyms op-
erated in government buildings for police of-
ficers and other government employees have 
already reopened. — CNA

Worshippers should 
be treated equally 
during the pandemic

Cardinal Robert Sarah
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SYDNEY: Religious ministers should 
not be required to violate the seal of 
confession to report child sex abuse, 
a committee of the upper house of 
Western Australia’s parliament recom-
mended Sept 10.

The Legislation Committee of the 
Legislative Council recommended that 
“Ministers of religion be excused from 
criminal responsibility [of mandatory 
reporting] only when the grounds of 
their belief is based solely on informa-
tion disclosed during religious confes-
sion.”

It also recommended that the state 
government “consult with ministers 
of religion on non-statutory provisions 
that would facilitate the effective use of 
information received during religious 
confession.”

The recommendation, made by a 
narrow majority of the committee, 
came in its report on the Children and 
Community Services Amendment Bill 
2019. In its current form, the bill would 
require priests to break the confession-
al seal to report known or suspected 
child sex abuse.

Of the three committee members 
who supported the recommendation 
upholding the confessional seal, two 
belong to the opposition Liberal Party, 
and one to the crossbench National 
Party.

The committee’s two members of 
the governing Labour Party recom-
mended that no provision be made to 
maintain the seal of confession.

The bill is meant to implement some 

recommendations made by the 2017 
report of the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sex 
Abuse. Much of the bill focuses on 
child protection for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people.

It was introduced in November 
2019, and completed a third reading 
in the Legislative Assembly in May, at 
which point it passed to the Legislative 
Council.

During its inquiry on the bill, the 
Legislation Committee received 606 
public submissions. The committee 
noted that it received “strong opposi-
tion” to the requirement that priests vi-
olate the confessional seal, particularly 
from members of the Catholic and Or-
thodox Churches. It said that “over 90 
percent of submissions to this inquiry 
were opposed to breaking the seal of 
confession.”

Multiple priests wrote to tell the 
committee that they would not violate 
the seal of confession, and numerous 
priests pointed out that the law would 
be unenforceable, as confessions are 
usually made anonymously. — CNA

Western Australian legislative committee 
recommends preserving confessional seal

Confession booth. (CNA photo/
Pleuntje via Flickr)

MANILA: Churchgoers in the 
Philippines are going to have to 
celebrate All Souls’ Day at home 
this year, after authorities an-
nounced on Sept 13 that cemeter-
ies will be locked from Oct 31 to 
Nov 3 to avoid mass COVID-19 
infections.

Millions of Filipinos visit the 
graves of their loved ones dur-
ing the annual celebration of All 
Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day to 
show respect to departed family 
members and friends.

More than 1.7 million people 
flocked to Manila cemeteries to 
pay respects to deceased loved 
ones in 2019, according to gov-
ernment figures.

The visits usually begin a 
week before Nov 2 when fami-
lies clean and paint graves for the 
visit. Families also pray novenas 
and bring food to the cemetery as 
part of a tradition honouring the 
dead.

“We are closing all cemeter-
ies, memorial parks and colum-
bariums from Oct 31 to Nov 3 
… as there is a compelling need 
to avoid an influx of people to 
prevent the spread of the corona-
virus,” Manila mayor, Francisco 
“Isko Moreno” Domagoso, said 
in a statement.

“Since World War II, this is, I 
think, the first time we [the gov-
ernment] are closing cemeteries 
to the public on All Souls’ Day 
and All Saints’ Day. We hope 
people will understand this de-
cision since the virus is still out 
there.” 

Domagoso encouraged Manila 
churchgoers to remember and 
pray for their loved ones at home 
instead of exposing themselves 
to the virus.

“We can still honour our be-
loved dead in a different way. 
Yes, we have a tradition as a peo-
ple but we also need to do our 
part in order to flatten the curve. 
It is a sacrifice that we all need to 
make as citizens of the country,” 
Domagoso added.

Bishop Ruperto Santos of Bal-
anga said his diocese in Bataan 
province had recommended 
suspending all All Souls’ Day 
celebrations, including visits to 
cemeteries.

“We prioritise public safety 
and security with this pandemic. 
Even before the government an-
nounced the suspension, we in 
the diocese had already informed 
the provincial government that 
the diocese [of Balanga] was dis-
couraging public gatherings in 
cemeteries,” said Bishop Santos 
in a statement.

Bishop Santos reminded 
churchgoers that the best way 
to honour the dead is to live the 
positive attitude and values they 
possessed when they were living.

“To remember them is to relive 
their good deeds. The best way 
to honour them is to remember 
them as models of virtue, and 
learn from their imperfections 
in order to live a better Christian 
life,” Bishop Santos added. — By                                                        
Joseph Peter Calleja, ucanews.
com

Govt bars visits to Philippine 
cemeteries on All Souls’ Day

DENVER: An advocacy group for 
Christians and other religious mi-
norities living in the Middle East this 
week praised an agreement between 
Israel and Bahrain, which comes 
on the heels of a similar agreement 
between Israel and the United Arab 
Emirates.

“While there are many conten-
tious issues left to be discussed in 
the Middle East Peace Process and 
many injustices that Christians in 
Bahrain, Israel, and across the Mid-
dle East continue to face, today’s 
peace agreement is a positive step 
for Christians in the Middle East,” 
Toufic Baaklini, president of In De-
fence of Christians, said when the 
deal was announced.

“Politics should not stand in the 
way of any Christian being able to 
visit the sites of the birth, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

The foreign ministers of the UAE 
and Bahrain signed the deal to nor-
malise relations with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in a 
ceremony at the White House Sept 
15.

President Donald Trump had 
announced the diplomatic accord 
between Israel and UAE Aug 13, 

releasing a statement on the normali-
zation of relations which included a 
provision that Israel will “suspend 
declaring sovereignty” over some 
areas of the West Bank.

On Sept 11, it was announced that 
Bahrain, too, would normalize rela-
tions with Israel.

Jeremy Barker, Director of the Re-
ligious Freedom Institute’s Middle 
East Action Team, said that agree-
ments between governments are an 
important first step toward peace, but 
must be followed by concrete action.

“An agreement that commits 
to the pursuit of living together in 
peace, despite deep differences, is 
important and should be commend-
ed,” said Barker.

“We hope the steps taken by these 
Gulf States will encourage others to 
follow suit in a way that promotes 
peace for everyone in the Middle 
East whether Muslim, Jewish, Chris-
tian, or otherwise.”

In February last year, Pope Francis 
made an historic trip to the UAE, the 
first by a pope to the Arabian penin-
sula. While there, Francis signed a 
joint document on human fraternity 
with the Grand Imam of al-Azhar, 
Ahmed el-Tayeb. The document 

condemned “all forms of violence, 
especially those with religious moti-
vation,” and committed the two lead-
ers “to spreading authentic values 
and peace throughout the world.”

The UAE has strict laws govern-
ing religion, including the death 
penalty for Muslims who convert 
to another religion. While Bahrain 
provides freedom of conscience, the 
constitution declares Islam to be the 
official religion and syariah to be a 
principal source for legislation.

Barker added that the recent agree-
ments between nations and the polit-
ical, economic, and social relations 
that they encourage may provide a 
context that helps to cultivate greater 

religious freedom in the region.
“The absence of religious free-

dom, whether through government 
repression or social hostilities, hurts 
everyone in society. Any steps that 
Bahrain, the UAE, Israel, or any oth-
er country takes to provide greater 
respect for religious freedom will 
also prove to unleash other goods in 
society as well,” he said.

Trump has suggested that Saudi 
Arabia may be the next Middle East-
ern nation to normalize relations 
with Israel, since analysts have sug-
gested that Bahrain was unlikely to 
agree to normalize ties without the 
blessing of its ally, Saudi Arabia.

The US bishops have called grati-

fying Israel’s decision to suspend 
the annexation of parts of the West 
Bank, part of its normalisation of 
relations with the UAE, but reiter-
ated the need for Israel to negotiate 
directly with Palestine.

Other states in the region have 
criticised the accord between Is-
rael and the UAE. Iran’s state news 
agency IRNA quoted the country’s 
foreign ministry calling the agree-
ment an act of  “strategic idiocy” and 
“dangerous.”

A spokesperson for Palestin-
ian National Authority president 
Mahmoud Abbas said the Palestin-
ian government “rejects and de-
nounces” the agreement. The UAE, 
Bahrain, and other Arab countries 
broadly support Palestine.

“The Palestinian leadership rejects 
the actions of the Emirati govern-
ment, considering it to be a betrayal 
of the Palestinian people and Jeru-
salem and al-Aqsa,” said Nabil Abu 
Rudeineh.

During the White house ceremo-
ny Sept 15, Palestinians expressed 
their anger over the agreements by 
launching rockets into Israel from 
Gaza. — By Jonah McKeown, 
CNA

Advocacy group hails Israel-Bahrain deal 
as ‘positive step’ for Middle East Christians

SYDNEY: Fr Mark Baumgarten, a 
priest of the Archdiocese of Perth, for 
example, wrote to the committee that “I 
suspect one result of this sort of legisla-
tion would be that many parishes would 
likely phase out face-to-face confession 
altogether so as to protect the priest.”

“This kind of legislation is also un-
enforceable,” he reflected. “Short of 
bugging confessionals, the only way 
to catch a priest in this would be to try 
to trap him with fake penitents armed 

with recording devices, which would 
be a particularly malicious course of 
action.”

Fr Baumgarten concluded: “We 
priests make solemn commitments 
before God, and I am much more 
concerned by how God will judge me 
than by how I am seen by the powers 
of this world. I would absolutely go to 
jail or face any other civil penalty be-
fore I broke the sacramental seal, and I 
suspect that all priests — regardless of 

their ideological persuasion — would 
say the same. Indeed, there have been a 
few priest saints over the centuries who 
have been martyred for their refusal to 
break the confessional seal. That said, I 
have no desire to be a martyr — figu-
ratively or otherwise — and I pray that 
reasonable heads prevail in this mat-
ter, allowing civil and Church leaders 
to work collaboratively to ensure the 
safety of the young and the vulnerable 
in our community. — CNA

A priest writes to the Legislation Committee

The US president with the Bahraini and Emirati foreign ministers and Israeli 
PM at the Abraham Accords signing at the White House, Sept. 15, 2020. (CNA 
photo/Andrea Hanks via Official White House Photo)



In our Bible les-
son today, Je-
sus told a story 
about a land-
owner who was 
hiring men to 
work in his vine-
yard. 
He hired some of 

them early in the 
morning, some in the 
middle of the day, 
and some he hired 
just before quitting 
time.
When it was time 

to pay the workers, 
he paid them all the 
same. 
Can you guess what 

the workers who were 
hired early in the 
morning said? 
You’re right, they 

cried out, "Hey! 
That's not fair! You 
paid the workers who 
worked only one hour 
the same as those 
of us who worked all 
day."
The owner of the 

vineyard said, "I am 
not being unfair to 
you. I paid you what 
I agreed to pay you. 
Don't I have the 
right to do what I 
want with my own 

money? Are 
you jealous 
because I am 
generous?"
The ques-

tion for today 
is this: "Is 

God fair?" 
Of course He is! 

But do you know what 
else? 
The Bible tells us 

that He is more than 
fair, the Bible tells 
us that "God is love." 
Does God love us 

because we love him? 
No, the Bible says, 

"This is real love —
not that we loved 
God, but that He 
loved us and sent His 
Son as a sacrifice to 
take away our sins." 
Wow! That's not fair 
— that's love.
If we got what was 

fair, none of us would 
get to heaven. I'm 
glad that God doesn't 
give me what is fair, 
but gives me His love 
and grace, in spite 

of what I 
deserve!

Love
Aunty 

Eliz 

"But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn't you 
agree to work for one denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who 

was hired last the same as I gave you. Don't I have the right to do what I want 
with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?' 

(Matthew 20:13-15) 

answer: Christ 
answer: all receive 

the full day's 
wage. 

Let's Colour 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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Youth sets up 
“Street Library” to 
empower women

Facing COVID-19 with positivity
KUALA PENYU: The Keningau Diocese Youth 
Commission is back with their weekly online pro-
gramme on August 30.

This time, the youth of St Peter Bundu presented 
their talents in a sketch, Spend Quality Time with the 
Family Face MCO Positively,

The session began with a welcoming speech by 
Hemeliza Lasayung, followed by the opening song 
Ku Mau Cinta Yesus and the opening prayer by Fr 
Claudius Andrew.

This sketch highlights four situations faced by 
youths.
a.  Elvoy comes from Kg. Riding, a Matriculation 
College student who recently returned to the village 
and had to undergo quarantine. During the quarantine 
period, Elvoy was very worried about his family’s 
health. Still, unwilling to be pessimistic, Elvoy stood 
up, prayed and believed in the power of God who 
could cure all diseases.
b.  The second youth, Jessica from Kg Bundu, Batu 
Empat, expressed her admiration and love for her 
mother, a hospital staff, who served during the pan-

demic. Thanks to prayer, Jessica felt relieved and 
overcame her negative thoughts. Now, she and her 
siblings try to help her mother with household chores.
c.  Born one of eight siblings, Feionah from Kg 
Menunggang is very close to her siblings. During 
the MCO, Feionah was very worried about the safety 
of her two siblings in Perak and three other fam-
ily members who served on the front line. Through 
digital platforms, they were able to stay connected, 
strengthening each other with prayers. COVID-19 
has paralysed many people’s livelihoods but Feio-
nah continues to pray that everyone will be protected 
from this pandemic.
d.  Bartolomew Cornelius, married with children, ad-
mits that this is a very challenging time. His respon-
sibility is for his family’s safety, to ensure adequate 
needs, to be a teacher and to be a catechist to his chil-
dren.

At the end of the sketch, the youth sang the song 
Pelita Imanku, created entirely by KBK St Peter, 
Bundu Tuhan, followed by the closing prayer by St 
Peter Parish Priest, Fr Clement Abel.

NIRJULI, India: A young 
woman from a small town in 
Arunachal Pradesh has set 

up a roadside ‘Street Library’ with 
just a rack loaded with books and 
couple of wooden benches for read-
ers to sit on.

“It is only 10 days since we set up this Street 
Library and the response from the readers has 
been overwhelming,” said Meena Ngurang, a 
government school teacher and the founder of 
the library at Nirjuli in the Papum Pare district 
of the northeastern Indian state.

Meena said that no book has been stolen so 
far from his open rack. “I am not worried even 
if they get stolen. I will be glad as they will be 
of some purpose to the thief. What can a person 
do with a book other than reading?” she added.

Inspired by a story on Mizoram’s mini way-
side library, Meena and her friend Diwang 
Hoasi, an honours English graduate, came up 
with the idea of the street library in Arunachal 
Pradesh.

“The idea of empowering destitute women 
and widows, through adult literacy to fight 

against child marriage and polygamy has al-
ways fascinated me,” says Meena, an economic 
graduate from Bengaluru.

She started Ngurang Learning Institute in 
2014 to “give wings to our goal in life and 
to keep alive the memory of our late father.” 
Her younger sister Reena Ngurang, a doctoral 
scholar from New Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, helped her to start the institute.

“For the past six years, NIL has helped more 
than 1,000 people to read and write and to start 
living a dignified life with our skill develop-
ment training programmes. The lockdown, 
which put a break to the regular programmes, 

led us to come up with a new concept to con-
tinue our service to humanity without hurdle,” 
Meena explained.

Children under ten and working women are 
most frequent visitors to the one of a kind li-
brary in the state. “The teenagers are too em-
barrassed to read by the roadside. Therefore, we 
have decided to start lending books to encour-
age reading at home” says the social worker.

Functional round the clock, the single-rack 
street library contains a slew of books of differ-
ent topics of interest.

“We are overwhelmed by the reaction of the 
readers and greatly encouraged by the apprecia-

tion from people all around. We want to extend 
this street library into every village and town 
of Arunachal Pradesh, which has more wine 
shops than bookstores,” Reena said.

Considering the positive effect of this street 
library on people, many volunteers have come 
to donate books for the rack. Some have helped 
with cash to buy more books for the library.

“We hope our humble initiative will encour-
age other youth leaders in every district to start 
one in their own villages to infuse a taste for 
reading in the people of Arunachal Pradesh,” 
Meena added. — By Felix Anthony, Matters 
India

A video sketch of four situations faced by youths. (Komisi Belia Keuskupan 
Keningau youtube)

a b

c d

Ngurang Meena’s free library in Arunachal (Matters India/Ngurang Meena)
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“It was the second semes-
ter of my foundation 

year when the pandemic hap-
pened in Malaysia. 

“I had the chance to go back 
home before lockdown was 
announced; but I decided 
to stay in my hostel as I 
had been to other parts of 
Kuching, two weeks  prior. 
It was the best decision I 
had made for my family’s 
and my own health as well. 

“The lockdown affected my campus life. My 
course mates and I started our new version of lec-
ture classes via the online platform. Initially, we 
were not accustomed to that new method, and those 
who were at home with low internet performance 
struggled so much to keep up with our class sched-
ule. Even so, with the help of the 24/7 available 
internet coverage and the hostel’s Wi-Fi, I did not 
have issues accessing the Google Classroom. 

“The non-face-to-face classes gave me a gloomy, 
lonely vibe, and were not as productive as the phys-
ical classroom as I waited for new updates in the 
Google classes. I faced both the laptop and phone 
for almost five days straight and stayed up on cer-
tain nights to complete the assignments. Worst of all 
our already-planned programmes which involved 
staging, festivals, and camps were cancelled due to 
the pandemic. 

“So, alternative ways were introduced for our so-
cial programmes. Mostly, they involved videos for 
presentations, and acts for our drama class. They 
were fun, actually. Plus my assignments went well. 

“After the 47th day stuck on campus, I finally 
managed to get home safely and was reunited with 
my beloved family in Betong.”

“I’m currently a third-year student studying in 
the Multimedia University, Melaka. It was 

right about the end of our semester when the MCO 
started as the COVID-19 pandemic hit Malaysia. 
My hometown is in Sabah and since the MCO, I 
have been staying in Melaka due to several reasons.

It was a three-week semester break for my uni-
versity. However, everything was uncertain 
during that period. After a while, the univer-
sity decided to proceed with the trimester 
through online learning. 

“Returning to Sabah would always be the first choice, 
but with the unstable Internet connection, it would be 
frustrating to try to reconnect to online classes every time 
the internet was disconnected. Therefore, like many Bor-
neo students, I decided to stay in Melaka. Thankfully, my 
housemate and neighbour were around, so we formed a 
small community.

“As the semester kicked in, everything seemed so new. 
It required a whole set of different skills for online study-
ing. First, it really was a challenge to my self-discipline as 
a student. A whole new mind-set is required for students to 
be prepared before the class and to be fully focused during 
the online classes. It was quite easy for students to get dis-

tracted during online classes as we are not restricted 
to anything. Prayers before classes always helped, 
with the intercession of St Thomas Aquinas. Next, 
as engineering students, we were really struggling 
as there was no physical demonstration or teaching 

for us to understand the subjects. Simulation and on-
line platforms are key features of online learning. It 

is important to have a group of friends to discuss 
with.

“There is always a sense of feeling discon-
nected from the Church as we are unable to 

attend online Masses and have Catholic student gatherings. 
However, with the initiatives from the Malacca Johore 
Catholic on Campus (MJCC), I am blessed to join online 
webinars and gatherings. Although the environment was 
totally different, these online gatherings simply remind me 
of how important it is to be in a community.

“I was blessed to have a wonderful family who always 
support me through video calls and affirming messages. 
The feeling of missing home will always be there. Sim-
ply realising and accepting that these are the new norms 
somehow made me prepared. Hopefully, the situation will 
get better and physical classes will resume. Until then, stay 
safe and God bless.”

“The end of the RMCO is nowhere in 
sight, but we know that it’s for the 

betterment of the community. 
“Well, I feel that this quarantine has 

been an opportunity for me to concen-
trate on my studies. Particularly 
for that semester all my subjects 
are tough, and my lecturers 
are strict. Thank God, I had 
more time to complete all my 
assignments and read plenty 
of journals without rushing 
or stressing. The outcome surprised me, as I had higher 
scores for that semester. So, I feel that this quarantine had 
helped me to concentrate on my studies and gave me more 
time too.

There are also some negative aspects of the RMCO. I 
can’t get to meet our friends regularly, especially the for-

eign students who had to return to their countries. Univer-
sity life needs to be the best life not only for studies but to 
enjoy and be with friends. It’s quite sad that we can’t spend 
our three years together properly. Furthermore, I prefer 
face-to-face classes than online classes. Sometimes, we 
are not sure of what our lecturers are teaching, we might 
forget there is an online class on that day. So, this affects 

our studies too. But the plus point is, we don’t need to 
read and prepare a lot for the online exams.

“During the lockdown, I have also learnt how to cook 
a full meal, started to play all the 90’s card games, video 
chat, sleep late at night because of Netflix, learn how to 

manage and save money and mainly realise the feeling of 
missing someone that you cannot see for months. 

“I believe that the quarantine has taught us something. 
Our country is still not in a stable mode, so let’s stay safe 
and practice our social distancing.”

Online campus: 
adapting to the new norm

Arcelia Sheira anak Duat, 
IPG Kampus Tun Abdul Razak, 

Kota Samarahan, Sarawak

Ian Tai, 
Multimedia University, Melaka

Sylvia Ruth, 
KDU University College, Penang

To be continued in the next issue

PETALING JAYA: After a brief hiatus, 
the Life Teen Ministry of the Church of St 
Francis Xavier (SFX) re-launched on Feb 
15 this year. 

The ministry is part of Life Teen Inc, an 
international Catholic ministry that strives 
to lead teens closer to Christ by providing 
resources and formation that encourage 
vibrant Eucharistic celebrations and op-
portunities for teens to grow in their faith. 

The first of its kind in both Malaysia 
and Asia, the Life Teen Ministry in SFX, 
remains unique as it adapts and aligns its 
programmes and structure from the inter-
national office to suit the needs of the lo-
cal parish teens to complement the local 
Church’s vision and mission.

However, their plans to organise fort-
nightly gatherings (called “Life Nights”) 
as well as various other activities post-
launch, ground to a halt when the Malay-
sian government announced the Move-
ment Control Order (MCO) on March 18.

As face-to-face meetings were not per-
mitted and are still not encouraged, they 
had resorted to hosting meetings with the 
teens of the parish as well as their Core 

Team members online. 
The ministry’s Chief Coordinator, Ann-

Marie Khor, was adamant that ministry 
work should still be done amidst a pan-
demic, drawing inspiration from other 
youth ministries like the Empowered 

Ministry in Kuching and the St Ignatius 
Church Youth Ministry who continued to 
actively reach out to teens through social 
media during this time. 

“We may have to be physically distant, 
but thanks to social media and Zoom, we 

can still gather virtually,” she said. 
And gather they did! 
Other than hosting a prayer box and 

virtual prayer gatherings, they have also 
organised virtual Life Nights, now called 
Life Online sessions, aimed at equipping 
the parish’s teens with sound knowledge 
of the Bible and the Church’s teachings. 

This Life Teen Ministry has also hosted 
lepak sessions which they called “Come 
to the BOAT”. The figurative BOAT 
stands for the ministry’s aspirations: 
which is to be a place for Bonding where 
people can be Open, Accepting and True 
with one another. 

Parish Priest Fr Norris Seenivasan, SJ, 
commented that the youth of the parish 
have certainly adapted to the new normal. 

For the rest of the year, this Life Teen 
Ministry plans to continue its work vir-
tually to lead teens closer to Christ. Stay 
connected and follow their adventures @
lifeteensfxpj on Facebook and Instagram! 

www.facebook.com/lifeteensfxpj

www.instagram.com/lifeteensfxpj

Life Teen online session via Zoom.

Life Online with Life Teen SFX PJ

Campus students share 
how their studies have 

been interrupted with the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
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Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord                                       
and let your perpetual light shine upon her.
Deeply missed and forever remembered by                          
Son, daughters, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, 

grandchildren, great-grandchildren and relatives.

4th Anniversary                                                
In Memory of Madam Mariammal

Departed: 26th September 2016

          
Darling Shaun,

We remember when you were only a dream 
you came true, and you became our blessing. 

You were so much more than we had dreamed of 
you were our Light, you were our Heart 

We will always remember the day. 
That tore our World apart. 

You were gone, now you are our memory 
The sweetest one we could ask for 

You left so much behind, like the darkness and us 
You took so much with you, 
like the light and our Heart 
You are now again a dream. 

We have to have faith that we will see you again. 
That once again our dream will come true.

Deeply missed by 
Family and Loved Ones.

23rd Anniversary                                                                    
In Loving Memory of Our Beloved

Shaun Adrian Tan 
(24-09-1997)

          
Mum,

You showed us                     
the right path in life. 
You taught us to be 

honest, sincere                      
and caring.                         
You loved us                          
all your life.                         
You solved                            

our problems.                     
Most of all you were 

faithful and loyal to us. 
In this world, we’re 
struggling to follow 
your footsteps but                

We are still trying...               
We love you. 

Your family.

6th Anniversary                                
IN EVER LOVING MEMORY OF

LOURDS MARY 
ANTHONY  

(MRS. C.  ANTHONY)
Departed:                            
24-09-2014

Casket Paradise
& Funeral Care Sdn. Bhd.(311899-W)

* Specialised In Christian Funerals
* Exclusive Handmade And Polished Wooden Casket
* Restoration And Cosmetology
* British Trained & Qualified MBIE Embalming Service (Only One In 

Malaysia)
* Member Of The European Association Of Embalmers
* Private Chapel Of Rest And Coldroom Facilities
*   Economical, Budget Planned & 24 hrs Service

PERSONAL ATTENTION AT ALL TIMES

TEL: 03-2148 5776, 2148 4855                            
FAX: 03-2143 1442

19B, Jalan Lapangan Terbang Lama,                                 
50460 Kuala Lumpur.

H/P: 012-333 4899 / 012-333 4646 / 019-777 5537

          

You have not gone away.
You walk beside us everyday.

Unseen, unheard, but always near.
'Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord'

Forever missed by family and friends.

1st Anniversary                                                
In Memory of Dr Irene Lopez

Departed:                          
26 September 2019

A beloved sister,             
cherished mother & 

grandmother,                          
a devoted wife resting 

gently in eternal peace.

For the Lord himself, 
with a cry of 

command, with the 
archangel’s call and 

with the sound of 
God’s trumpet, will 

descend from heaven, 
and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. Then we 
who are alive, who are 
left, will be caught up 
in  the clouds  together 
with them to meet the 
Lord in the air; and so 

we will be with the 
Lord forever.
1 Thess 4:16-17
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St Matthew Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, September 20
(Apocalypse 7:10,12)
Victory to our God, who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb! Praise and 
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving 
and honour and power and strength 
to our God for ever and ever. Amen.
Monday,September 21
(Ephesians 2:19-22)
You are no longer aliens or foreign 
visitors: you are citizens like all the 
saints, and part of God’s house-
hold. You are part of a building that 
has the apostles and prophets for 
its foundations, and Christ Jesus 
himself for its main cornerstone. As 
every structure is aligned on him, 
all grow into one holy temple in the 
Lord; and you too, in him, are being 
built into a house where God lives, 
in the Spirit.
Tuesday, September 22
(Romans 13:11,12-13)
You must wake up now: the night is 
almost over, it will be daylight soon. 
Let us give up all the things we pre-
fer to do under cover of the dark; let 
us arm ourselves and appear in the 
light. Let us live decently as people 
do in the daytime.
Wednesday, September 23
(Hebrews 13:7-9)
Remember your leaders, who 
preached the word of God to you, 
and as you reflect on the outcome 
of their lives, imitate their faith. Jesus 
Christ is the same today as he was 
yesterday and as he will be for ever. 
Do not let yourselves be led astray 
by all sorts of strange doctrines.                                                          

Thursday, September 24
(Isaiah 66:1-2)
Thus says the Lord:
With heaven my throne
and earth my footstool,
what house could you build me,
what place could you make for my 
rest?
All of this was made by my hand
and all this is mine – it is the Lord 
who speaks.
But my eyes are drawn to the man
of humbled and contrite spirit,
who trembles at my word.
Friday, September 25
(Ephesians 4:29-32)
Do not use harmful words in talking. 
Use only helpful words, the kind that 
build up and provide what is need-
ed, so that what you say will do good 
to those who hear you. And do not 
make God’s Holy Spirit sad; for the 
Spirit is God’s mark of ownership on 
you, a guarantee that the Day will 
come when God will set you free. 
Get rid of all bitterness, passion and 
anger. No more shouting or insults. 
No more hateful feelings of any sort. 
Instead, be kind and tenderhearted 
to one another and forgive one an-
other, as God has forgiven you in 
Christ. 
Saturday, September 26
(Apocalypse 12:1)
Now a great sign appeared in 
heaven: a woman, adorned with 
the sun, standing on the moon, 
and with the twelve stars on her 
head for a crown.

Matthew was a Jew who worked for 
the occupying Roman forces, col-
lecting taxes from other Jews. The 

Romans were not scrupulous about what the 
“tax farmers” got for themselves. Hence the 
latter, known as “publicans,” were gener-
ally hated as traitors by their fellow Jews. The 
Pharisees lumped them with “sinners” (see 
Matthew 9:11-13). So it was shocking to them 
to hear Jesus call such a man to be one of his 
intimate followers.

Matthew got Jesus in further trouble by hav-
ing a sort of going-away party at his house. The 
Gospel tells us that many tax collectors and 
“those known as sinners” came to the dinner. 
The Pharisees were still more shocked. What 
business did the supposedly great teacher have 
associating with such immoral people? Jesus’ 
answer was, “Those who are well do not need 

a physician, but the sick do. Go and learn the 
meaning of the words, ‘I desire mercy, not sac-
rifice.’ I did not come to call the righteous but 
sinners” (Matthew 9:12b-13). Jesus is not set-
ting aside ritual and worship; he is saying that 
loving others is even more important.

No other particular incidents about Matthew 
are found in the New Testament.

Reflection
From such an unlikely situation, Jesus chose 
one of the foundations of the Church, a man 
others, judging by his job, thought was not 
holy enough for the position. But Matthew 
was honest enough to admit that he was one 
of the sinners Jesus came to call. He was open 
enough to recognise Truth when he saw Him. 
“And he got up and followed him” (Matthew 
9:9b). — franciscanmedia.org

Little is known of the lives of these two 
saints except that they suffered mar-

tyrdom in Syria during the persecution of 
the Emperor Diocletian. Being prominent 
practitioners of medicine, it would have 
been hard for them to have remained un-
noticed.

A church erected on the site of their bur-
ial was enlarged by the emperor Justinian. 
Devotion to the two saints spread rapidly in 
both East and West, and a famous basilica 
was erected in their honour in Constantino-
ple. Their names were probably placed in 
the Roman Canon in the sixth century.

Legend says that they were twin brothers 
born in Arabia and were both skilled doc-
tors. They were among those who are ven-
erated in the East as the “moneyless ones” 
because, purportedly, they did not charge a 
fee for their services.

Nine centuries later, Francis of Assisi re-
built the dilapidated San Damiano chapel 
outside Assisi.

Reflection
For a long time, it seems, we have been 
very conscious of Jesus’ miracles as proofs 
of his divinity. What we sometimes over-
look is Jesus’ consuming interest in simply 
healing people’s sickness, whatever other 
meaning his actions had. The power that 
“went out from him” was indeed a sign that 
God was definitively breaking into human 
history in final fulfillment of his promises; 
but the love of God was also concrete in a 
very human heart that was concerned about 
the suffering of his brothers and sisters. It 
is a reminder to Christians that salvation 
is for the whole person, the unique body-
spirit unity.  — franciscanmedia.org

Sts Cosmas and Damian

In one of the largest such ceremonies in his-
tory, Pope John Paul II canonized Padre Pio 

of Pietrelcina on June 16, 2002. It was the 45th 
canonization ceremony in Pope John Paul’s 
pontificate. More than 300,000 people braved 
blistering heat as they filled St Peter’s Square 
and nearby streets. They heard the Holy Father 
praise the new saint for his prayer and charity. 
“This is the most concrete synthesis of Padre 
Pio’s teaching,” said the pope. He also stressed 
Padre Pio’s witness to the power of suffering. 
If accepted with love, the Holy Father stressed, 
such suffering can lead to “a privileged path of 
sanctity.”

Many people have turned to the Italian Capu-
chin Franciscan to intercede with God on their 
behalf; among them was the future Pope John 
Paul II. In 1962, when he was still an archbishop 
in Poland, he wrote to Padre Pio and asked him 
to pray for a Polish woman with throat cancer. 
Within two weeks, she had been cured of her 
life-threatening disease.

Born Francesco Forgione, Padre Pio grew up 
in a family of farmers in southern Italy. Twice 
his father worked in Jamaica, New York, to pro-
vide the family income.

At the age of 15, Francesco joined the Capu-
chins and took the name of Pio. He was ordained 
in 1910 and was drafted during World War I. Af-
ter he was discovered to have tuberculosis, he 
was discharged. In 1917, he was assigned to the 
friary in San Giovanni Rotondo, 75 miles from 
the city of Bari on the Adriatic.

On September 20, 1918, as he was making 
his thanksgiving after Mass, Padre Pio had a vi-
sion of Jesus. When the vision ended, he had the 
stigmata in his hands, feet, and side.

Life became more complicated after that. 
Medical doctors, Church authorities, and curios-
ity seekers came to see Padre Pio. In 1924, and 

again in 1931, the authenticity of the stigmata 
was questioned; Padre Pio was not permitted to 
celebrate Mass publicly or to hear confessions. 
He did not complain of these decisions, which 
were soon reversed. However, he wrote no let-
ters after 1924. His only other writing, a pam-
phlet on the agony of Jesus, was done before 
1924.

Padre Pio rarely left the friary after he received 
the stigmata, but bus loads of people soon began 
coming to see him. Each morning after a 5 a.m. 
Mass in a crowded church, he heard confessions 
until noon. He took a mid-morning break to 
bless the sick and all who came to see him. Eve-
ry afternoon he also heard confessions. In time 
his confessional ministry would take 10 hours a 
day; penitents had to take a number so that the 
situation could be handled. Many of them have 
said that Padre Pio knew details of their lives 
that they had never mentioned.

Padre Pio saw Jesus in all the sick and suffer-
ing. At his urging, a fine hospital was built on 
nearby Mount Gargano. The idea arose in 1940; 
a committee began to collect money. Ground 
was broken in 1946. Building the hospital was 
a technical wonder because of the difficulty of 
getting water there and of hauling up the build-
ing supplies. This “House for the Alleviation of 
Suffering” has 350 beds.

A number of people have reported cures they 
believe were received through the intercession 
of Padre Pio. Those who assisted at his Mass-
es came away edified; several novelty seekers 
were deeply moved. Like St Francis, Padre Pio 
sometimes had his habit torn or cut by souvenir 
hunters.

One of Padre Pio’s sufferings was that unscru-
pulous people several times circulated prophe-
cies that they claimed originated from him. He 
never made prophecies about world events and 
never gave an opinion on matters that he felt 
belonged to Church authorities to decide. He 
died on September 23, 1968, and was beatified 
in 1999.

Reflection
Referring to that day’s Gospel (Matthew 11:25-
30) at Padre Pio’s canonization Mass in 2002, 
Saint John Paul II said: “The Gospel image of 
‘yoke’ evokes the many trials that the humble 
Capuchin of San Giovanni Rotondo endured. 
Today we contemplate in him how sweet is the 
‘yoke’ of Christ and indeed how light the bur-
dens are whenever someone carries these with 
faithful love. The life and mission of Padre Pio 
testify that difficulties and sorrows, if accepted 
with love, transform themselves into a privi-
leged journey of holiness, which opens the per-
son toward a greater good, known only to the 
Lord.” — franciscanmedia.org

St Pio of Pietrelcina — Sept 23

Patron Saint of:
 Barbers
 Pharmacists

 Physicians
 Surgeons

Feastday: September 26

 Accountants
 Actors
 Bankers

 Bookkeepers
 Tax collectors
 Taxi Drivers

Feastday: September 21
Patron Saint of:
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T H E  C A T H O L I C  W E E K L Y 

Universal:  Respect for the                          
Planet’s Resources

We pray that the planet’s resources will not be 
plundered, but shared in a just and respectful manner.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

MONTREAL, Canada: Two Canadian dio-
ceses have disavowed the messages and 
prophecies of a Canadian priest known for 
prophesying doom.

Bishop Gilles Lemay of Amos, Quebec, 
disavowed the messages and prophecies 
of Fr Michel Rodrigue Sept 3. Six days 
later, Bishop Robert Bourgon of Hearst-
Moosonee, the Ontario diocese where Fr 
Rodrigue was ordained, also disavowed his 
visions.

Fr Rodrigue “has retired as an active priest 
in the diocese” and has renounced “his pas-
toral responsibility for the three parishes that 
I had entrusted to him,” said Bishop LeMay.

Bishop Bourgon also refuted the priest’s 
claim to be “an official exorcist of the 
Church.”

Fr Rodrigue founded the Apostolic Frater-
nity of St Benoit Joseph Labre, an associa-
tion that brings together priests and laypeo-
ple, based in Saint-Dominique-du-Rosaire, 

Quebec. His prophecies are published on an 
American website. Fr Rodrigue also gave 
several conferences in the United States, 
where he was able to spread his ideas.

During these conferences, Fr Rodrigue af-
firmed, among other things, that the whole 
world is controlled by a secret world gov-
ernment made up of Illuminati worshipping 
Satan. He talks of an upcoming nuclear war 
that will ravage the planet and evokes the 
existence of “refuges” where Christians will 
be led thanks to a small flame produced by 
guardian angels. He also maintains that Sa-
tan will use vaccines to make people sick.

“The devil will use your iPhone, your 
iPad, your tablet. ... We will have to throw 
these things out to protect ourselves, throw 
everything off of your land. You won’t need 
these things anymore. You have to be faith-
ful in this. Throw them out. Don’t worry 
about communication,” he said.

It was in March 2020, “while we were on 

a COVID-19 break,” that Bishop Lemay 
discovered that a site, which regularly pub-
lishes the “revelations” that God would have 
transmitted to seers in different countries, 
had put online eight conferences given a few 
months earlier in California by Fr Rodrigue.

The website Countdown to the Kingdom 
hosting Fr Rodrigue’s ideas describes him 
as “an official exorcist of the Church” who 
“receives the full support of his bishop” and 
said all his visions were submitted to his 
local ordinary for approval. Bishop Lemay 
said he was shocked to read the statements 
and that he never approved the priest’s 
“prophecies.” He asked that the statement be 
removed from the website, which it was.

But the bishop received so many calls and 
letters from anxious and worried people that, 
four months later, he made a point of public-
ly expressing his disavowal of Fr Rodrigue’s 
“messages and prophecies.” — By Francois 
Gloutnay, CNS

VATICAN: Cardinal 
Luis Antonio Tagle 
(pic), the head of the 
Vatican’s evangelisa-
tion congregation, 
tested positive for 
coronavirus on Sept 
10, but is asympto-
matic.

The Vatican con-
firmed Sept 11 that 
the Filipino cardinal 
was swabbed and 
tested positive for COVID-19 after landing in 
Manila Sept 10.

Tagle “has no symptoms and will remain in iso-
lation in the Philippines, where he is,” said Matteo 
Bruni, director of the Holy See press office. 

Bruni said that checks were being carried out 
on anyone at the Vatican who recently came into 
contact with the cardinal.

He added that Tagle was tested for the corona-
virus in Rome on Sept 7, but the result was nega-
tive.

The cardinal, who was appointed prefect of the 
Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples 
in December 2019, had a private audience with 
Pope Francis on Aug 29.

Tagle is the archbishop emeritus of Manila and 
the current president of Caritas Internationalis, a 
global Catholic charity network.

Tagle’s is the first known case of the corona-
virus among Vatican department heads. He is the 
second Rome-based cardinal to test positive after 
Rome’s vicar general, Cardinal Angelo De Dona-
tis, was hospitalised for COVID-19 in March. De 
Donatis has made a full recovery. — By Hannah 
Brockhaus, CNA

Cardinal Tagle 
tests positive for 
coronavirus NEW DELHI: Hundreds of newborn babies 

and scores of pregnant women have died in 
a Christian-majority state in northeastern 
India as COVID-19 cases continue to in-
crease.

At least 877 newborn babies and 61 
pregnant women, mostly Christians, died 
between April and July in Meghalaya state 
as essential medical services were not avail-
able to them following the pandemic and 
lockdowns.

“Even the other day, one pregnant mother 
died and her baby was stillborn. Hospitals 
she approached for delivery could not ad-
mit her,” said Mazel Ampareen Lyngdoh, 
a Catholic lawmaker in the state legislative 
assembly.

She said the pregnant woman was shunted 
from one place to the other and was asked to 
take a COVID-19 test as she came from a 
quarantine zone.

“Things are turning worse for women in 
COVID-19 containment zones. The situa-
tion is becoming critical,” said Lyngdoh.

She said the state government, particu-
larly its health department, “should pull up 
its sleeves and take firm steps.”

Lyngdoh, also the chairperson of the As-
sembly Committee for Empowerment of 
Women, said government action “is the first 
thing”.

The state needs to prioritise women’s 
safety, particularly for pregnant women, 
said Lyngdoh, also an active member of All 
India Catholic Union.

Senior Health Department official Sam-
path Kumar said that the reason for the high 
death rate was not just the strain on medical 
facilities because of increasing COVID-19 

cases.
“Lack of adequate birth spacing, teen-

age pregnancies and severe anemia among 
women” are also reasons for the high rate of 
maternal and infant deaths

More than 53 per cent of pregnant women 
in Meghalaya are anemic, with the figure 
going up to nearly 60 per cent for women 
aged 15-49 in rural areas.

Health officials also say non-acceptance 
of birth spacing measures such as using 
contraceptives also results in dangerous 
pregnancies.

They suspect Christian teachings against 
contraceptives and abortions have influ-
enced many women to consider pregnancy 
a “blessing and God’s gift” and not making 
“a mother’s womb a graveyard” for the fe-
tus.

Most Christians in Meghalaya come from 

ethnic groups which practice early marriag-
es, directly contributing to teenage pregnan-
cy. Village women mainly depend on un-
trained birth attendants, health officials said.

Some 75 per cent of Meghalaya’s some 
3.6 million people are Christians. Dominant 
denominations are Presbyterian, Baptist and 
Catholic.

The state’s government hospitals have 
only about 1,700 beds, but some 3,000 peo-
ple have been infected by the novel corona-
virus causing COVID-19.

Although 1,700 have recovered and only 
17 have died from COVID-19 so far, cases 
are increasing with more than 20 people in-
fected daily.

However, officials say the high rate of 
maternal and infant deaths should not be 
linked to strained medical facilities. — By 
Nirendra Dev, ucanews.com

Pregnant women, babies die in 
Christian-majority Indian state

Two Canadian bishops disavow 
priest’s prophecies

Fr Michel Rodrigue, who founded the 
Apostolic Fraternity of St Benoit Joseph 
Labre, based in Saint-Dominique-du-
Rosaire, Quebec. (CNS screenshot/www.
countdowntothekingdom.com)

At least 877 newborn babies and 61 pregnant women, mostly Christians, died from April to July 
in Meghalaya state. (UNICEF//Sharma)


